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iv. Abstract 

The development of this action research paper intends to improve the students’ speaking 

skill performance through the implementation of Storytelling Technique in Eighth graders at 

Cartagena High School.  The application of this research will provide students with better 

speaking situations during the learning process to improve their proficiency with the aim of 

increasing their knowledge using this innovative teaching technique in class. Using Storytelling 

Technique based on interactive environment is necessary to capture the students’ attention in 

class, to motivate them to speak fluently without fear. In this way, the main goal of this 

investigation is to create a proactive teaching process, where all the students can participate 

freely with their classmates. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

iv.Resumen Ejecutivo 

El desarrollo de este trabajo de investigación tiene como objetivo mejorar el desempeño 

de las habilidades orales de los estudiantes a través de la implementación de la técnica de 

narración de cuentos en estudiantes de octavo grado del Colegio Técnico Profesional de 

Cartagena. La aplicación de esta investigación proporcionará a los estudiantes mejores 

situaciones de conversación durante el proceso de aprendizaje para mejorar su competencia con 

el objetivo de aumentar sus conocimientos utilizando esta innovadora técnica de enseñanza en el 

aula. El uso de la técnica narrativa basada en un entorno interactivo es necesario para captar la 

atención de los alumnos en clase, para motivarlos a hablar con fluidez y sin miedo. De esta 

forma, el principal objetivo de esta investigación es generar un proceso de enseñanza proactivo, 

donde todos los estudiantes puedan participar libremente con sus compañeros. 
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Introduction 

Nowadays, the importance to learning English as a foreign language has become a 

priority for students who want to have a good opportunity for educational purposes. Speaking is 

the first way to interact with others in the social community. Furthermore, the success in learning 

a language at first can be seen from the ability of the learner’s speaking. However, it is very hard 

for the second language learners to speak the foreign language, especially English.  

Likewise, there are many reasons why students find difficulties in speaking, such as lack 

of ideas and appropriate vocabulary to express themselves, deficiency of their performance when 

speaking, and also the absence of interesting teaching methods or techniques that would motivate 

them to speak. Based on the previous data, the best strategy to put into action in classroom is 

using Storytelling technique to improve the students´ speaking performance. 

Using storytelling Technique in the classroom is a powerful and effective way to improve 

and develop language skills; as a matter of fact, activities where students can participate in 

telling, writing, reading and listening to stories results as really engaging  activities in which 

learners get involved and will push them to improve their learning skills as they get motivated to 

be active learners. Furthermore, storytelling has been discussed and recommended by some 

experts around the world to be used in subjects such as literature. It is imperative to English 

professors to implement something different in our educational system to promote better learning 

situations to our learners. The implementation of storytelling on students to improve their 

listening and speaking skill will help them to communicate effectively with people. 
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Academically, Storytelling Strategy is the way to help students to express ideas in a 

cooperative environment during the teaching process. Students listen and learn what the speaker 

say, and then think and analyze what the speaker wants to transmit such as the content of the 

story. After that, students can provide information from what they get from the story. As a 

Result, using the storytelling method learners are exposed to new vocabulary, real context, 

expressions, and pronunciation to be used in oral production.  

On top of everything, applying this strategy empowers and motivates learners to improve 

their speaking skill by presenting a wonderful tool that is not commonly used in English classes. 

This action research is designed to improve students' speaking performance through the 

implementation of Storytelling Technique at Cartagena Technical High School in Guanacaste.  

Likewise, the main purpose of this pedagogical project is to activate students' prior knowledge, 

to increase their capacity to retain more essential information in the acquisition of English as a 

second language to improve their speaking skills for specific educational purposes which ends up 

becoming a new challenge for teachers.  

To carry out the research, it has been structured in seven Chapters. Chapter I introduces 

the Implementation of Storytelling Technique to improve the students’ speaking skills 

performance in Eight graders. In Chapter II, there will be an analysis of different researches, and 

authors that will give theorical support to the topic being developed in this project. In Chapter 

III, the reader will find the type of research, the approach used as well as the description of the 

participants, and instruments of data collection.   
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Far ahead, Chapter IV will contain one of the most important parts of this research, the 

data analysis of all the instruments applied through the process of this action research, the reader 

will find the results obtained from the implementation of Storytelling activities to improve the 

students’ speaking skill in class. Chapter V is about the reflections, the findings found, and the 

items the researcher would change in the development of the applied technique. Chapter VI 

indicates the conclusions of the investigation about the limitations, implications, and strengths 

during the development of this research. Finally, Chapter VII will include the suggestions and 

recommendations about the applied technique in classroom. 
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1.2 Rationale 

The importance of using Storytelling technique in the classroom is essential to improve 

the student’s ´speaking proficiency as well to expand their lexical cohesion and capture their 

attention during the teaching process. Using this strategy as a sophisticated method to innovate 

and involve teenagers to learn specific vocabulary based on cooperative leaning. Nonetheless, 

many students during the learning process do not want to pay attention to the teachers, becoming 

a new challenge in the teaching space; putting at risk their acquisition to learn English as a 

second language. Therefore, the relevance of applying this technique in class, to develop a new 

strategy which is really essential for educators to innovate during the teaching process, all of this 

at the end empowers and inspires learners to improve their speaking skill performance by 

presenting a tool that is not normally used in English classes. 

The aim of implementing this action research is to improve the teenagers’ speaking 

performance in Eighth graders at Cartagena Technical High school; with the objective to create a 

cooperative environment during the learning process using this revolutionary teaching strategy. 

As a result of several observations made previously in this public institution, it was found that 

students have not fully developed this essential skill and this is because they are not inspired to 

learn in a plain way. Using Storytelling Technique based on interactive environment is necessary 

to capture the students’ attention in class, to motivate them to speak fluently without fear. In this 

way, the main goal of this investigation is to create a proactive teaching process, where all the 

students can participate freely with their classmates. Furthermore, taking advantage of this 

strategy learners are exposed to new vocabulary, real context, words, and pronunciation to be 

used in oral production.   
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Under the circumstances, the relevance of carrying out  this research is to provide 

students meaningful input in topics,  and new methods they would be interested in to keep them 

motivated them to communicate their ideas  without fear taking advantage of this helpful 

technique to enhance the teaching process to facilitate and  help them increase their oral 

production, putting into practice this incredible tool. 

1.3 The Purpose 

The development of this action research paper intends to improve the students’ speaking 

skill performance through the implementation of Storytelling Technique, in Eighth graders at 

Cartagena High School.  The application of this research will provide students with better 

speaking situations during the learning process to improve their proficiency with the aim of 

increasing their knowledge using this innovative teaching technique in class. In order to achieve 

this, the researcher will explore different Storytelling activities that can be used in English 

classes to engage teenagers and motivate them to speak fluently without fear.  

The main purpose of this pedagogical project is to develop a comfortable environment 

during the teaching process, using this technique as exceptional tool, that is not normally used in 

English classes, where all the students can participate spontaneously with their classmates based 

on cooperative learning. Throughout the development of the present action research document, 

the researcher will determine the background of the participants as well as the possible events 

while the research is being developed and put into action. 
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1.3.1 General Objective 

• To improve students’ speaking skill performance through the implementation of 

Storytelling Technique in Eighth graders at Cartagena Technical High School. 

1.3.2 Specific Objectives 

• To diagnose the students’ speaking level by applying interviews and classroom 

observations using simulations in English classes. 

• To implement Storytelling activities to improve students’ speaking skill performance.  

• To evaluate the students’ speaking skill progress through the application of Storytelling 

activities in class. 
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1.4 Research Questions 

“Speaking in English teaching is referred as an interactive process of constructing 

meaning that involves producing, receiving and processing information” (Harmer, 2007, p.123). 

As teachers, it is normal to spend a lot of time planning interactive speaking activities, and 

looking for specific strategies to motivate the students to participate in their oral production. 

Sometimes it is common to feel unsatisfied when the goals set in class are not completely 

developed or even impossible to achieve. Consequently, based on previous experience in the 

classroom, the researcher of this investigation looks forward to find answers to these 

interrogatives throughout the development of this study:  

1. Why is it necessary to implement Storytelling Technique to improve the students’ 

speaking skill in class? 

2. What other areas will students develop using Storytelling technique in English class? 

3. What will be the influence of Storytelling Technique on student’s oral performance? 

4. How does the use of storytelling Strategy improve the teaching process in the 

classroom? 
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1.5 Hypothesis 

There are multiple reasons to improve the students’ speaking proficiency and the best 

way to get this accomplishment is applying Storytelling Technique as a wonderful tool. “We 

spent a lot of time telling other people stories and anecdotes about what happened to us. Students 

need to be able to tell stories in English, too” (Harmer 2007, p. 129). Taking into account the 

previous information, it is for this reason, the importance to formulate the following hypothesis 

of this research:  

By using Storytelling Technique Students from 8th level who attend to Academic English 

Classes at Cartagena Technical High School will engage and have a better speaking skill 

performance rather than students from another level not using this technique.  
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CHAPTER 2 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

In this section, there will be an analysis of the multiple authors that will provide 

theoretical support to the topic developed in this pedagogical project. In the first instance, the 

reader will find basic information about the area where this action research will be carried out. 

Afterward, this chapter consists predominantly in pedagogical explorations about the importance 

of speaking English in Costa Rica and specific strategies, procedures, and wonderful benefits 

according to Storytelling Technique to improve the students’ speaking skill performance. 
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2.1 Theoretical Framework 

2.1.1 The context 

The present action research paper is about the Implementation of Storytelling Technique 

to improve the students’ speaking skill in Eighth graders at Cartagena Technical High school, 

code 4205, circuit 03 of Santa Cruz Regional Office. This public institution is located in 

Cartagena town; in the canton of Santa Cruz, Guanacaste province in Costa Rica. The district has 

a population of around 4,000 people. Particularly, the administrative center of the district is the 

village of Cartagena. Specifically, this place has breathtaking tourist attractions like famous 

hotels, beaches, restaurants, banks, and more special things affording to ecological tourism this 

zone has to discover. In recent years, the area's income has improved for American tourists, 

where speaking English has become an important requisite in this amazing city. Additionally, 

Cartagena is well known for its folklore, culture, art and traditional foods, besides of the citizens 

who are mainly farmers, fishers and workers in other areas.  

2.1.2 Description of the chosen setting 

        This public institution was founded in 1975. Currently, its population is approximately of 

800 students and 30 professors with 25 classrooms, the schedule is from 07:00 am to 04:25 pm. 

Cartagena Technical high school conducts its Educational Policy efficiently and seeks to be a 

model at regional level, training full-fledged students capable of inserting themselves 

competitively into the labor and university world with technological resources. Nonetheless, this 

Technical High school assumes the responsibility of educating young people, in the technical and 

academic area, promoting ethical, civic, moral, cultural and spiritual values. 
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 3.1 Importance of Speaking English as a second language in Costa Rica 

  English speaking skill is one of English skills which have to be mastered perfectly by 

students in our educational system in Costa Rica. Speaking is the first way to interact with others 

in the social community. Furthermore, the success in learning a language at the beginning can be 

seen from the ability of the learner’s speaking. However, it is very hard for the second language 

learners to speak a new language and English is not exception in our country. English has an 

imperative position in our life. It is one of the essential means to communicate and express ideas 

among people from different backgrounds.  

  Previous academic studies indicate the importance of improving speaking ability is due to 

the fact that students can express what they want orally. According to Thornbury (2005) 

“speaking is so much a part of daily life that we take it for granted. The average person produces 

tens of thousands of words a day, although some people may produce even more that” (p.8). It 

can be concluded that speaking skill has an important role in daily life. Speaking can help people 

to express their ideas and feelings to another. It aims to get some useful benefits in their 

communication. English has taken a vital position in our lives. It an indispensable resource to 

communicate and express thoughts and different experiences between people. 

 On the new English program designed by the MEP (2016), “The action-oriented approach 

focuses on developing communication skills in English for the new demands of Costa Rican 

society, in search of a bilingual citizen, where all students can speak English as a second 

language” (p.12). Becoming a new challenge to implement something sophisticated in our 

academic system, where students are social agents who used the target language; to carry out 

specific actions in real life with significant contexts and remarkable settings. 
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 As a delightful result, for the new demands in our economy, it is required to speak English for 

the new globalization, where Costa Rica is playing a relevant role to participate in different 

educational programs to definitively improve the students’ speaking skill performance. It’s for 

those reasons described above, English Speaking-Skill is becoming a priority in our country. 

3.1.1 Concept of Speaking  

  Speaking is very important ability in doing daily activities because people can 

communicate their ideas, express emotions, thoughts, and feeling through spoken language. It 

means some leaners around the world are looking for multiples alternatives to improve their 

speaking performance. There are some definitions and perspectives of speaking proposed by 

some experts around world. According to Nunan (1998) declares “speaking is a process 

consisting of short, often fragmentary utterances in a range of pronunciation” (p.26). In order to 

build up the bridge, in speaking activity the teacher must give the learners practice opportunities 

for communication in meaningful situation. It means learning to speak in second language will 

be facilitated when learners are actively engaged in attempting to communicate. Consequently, 

“speaking is a process that covers many things in addition to the pronunciation of individual 

sounds” (Lewis & Hill, 1998, p.54). This theory also tells that pronunciation stress and 

intonation will take a big part in this process. In this case, students can put into practice all their 

knowledge they have acquired during the learning process in class. Considering a good strategy 

for English teachers around the planet to improve the speaking performance of their learners for 

educational aims. 
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The aforementioned academic studies have recognized that speaking is the active use of 

language to express meanings, so that other people can make sense of them. Additionally, the 

success for a good communication usually depends on speaking skill, a speaker needs to find the 

most appropriate words and the correct grammar to convey meaning accurately and needs to 

organize the discourse so that the listener will understand. All of these is only possible by putting 

into practice some elements and procedures the speaker and the listener need to communicate 

proactively. 

To emphasize this statement from another perception, Richards (2002) describes the 

following statement: “The mastery of speaking skills in English is a priority for many second 

language or foreign language learners” (p.19).  Otherwise, learners often evaluate their success in 

language learning as well   as the effectiveness of their English course based on how much they 

feel and recognizing what aspects they have improved in their spoken language proficiency.  

On the other hand, Brown (2001) says that “speaking is a productive skill that can be 

directly and empirically observed, those observations are in variably colored by the effectiveness 

of the test-takers listening skill, which necessarily compromises the reliability and validity of an 

oral production test” (p.267).  Moreover, he divides speaking skill in two subskills, namely: 

micro and macro skills of speaking. The micro skills refer to producing the smaller chunk so 

language such as phonemes, morphemes, words, collocations, and phrasal units. The macro skill 

simply the speaker’s focus on the larger elements: fluency, discourse, function, style, cohesion, 

nonverbal communication and strategic options.  In relation to these utterances, speaking as an 

ability to converse or to express a sequence of ideas fluently. It means that in the process of 

speaking there must be at least two people, one is the speaker and one other as the listener. In 

communication or speaking process, the speaker must be able to share the ideas clearly, so that 
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the listener can receive what the speaker communicates, he or she must understand in coming 

massage and the organize appropriate response for production. 

Comparatively, through speaking someone can express her or his idea, emotions and 

reactions to other or situation and influence another person.  Furthermore, Brown (2001) 

explained that “someone can communicate or express what he or she wants from other and 

response to another speaker” (p.269). It means that in order to express someone’s ideas, the 

speaker must also attend the aspect of speaking, in order that the massage is understandable to 

the listener; with the purpose to have a good communication with other people. 

 To sum up, according to Harmer (1998), “Speaking is a productive language skill in 

which the activity includes two or more people having interaction in order to deliver or get 

message” (p.81). Moreover, speaker needs to use the most appropriate words and the correct 

grammar to convey meaning accurately and precisely, and needs to organize the discourse so that 

the listeners will understand.  Academically , based on the previous explanations and 

perspectives proposed by some experts, speaking has become a necessity to be improved in class, 

essentials for teenagers to get a good improvement in this skill, vital for them to put into practice 

in the acquisition to learn English as a second language in our educational program in Costa 

Rica. 
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3.1.2 Concept of Teaching Speaking  

Teaching speaking is a process to teach students how to use the language for 

communication, expressing ideas, or share information.  The goal of teaching speaking should 

improve students’ communicative skills, so students can express themselves and learn how to 

follow social and cultural rules appropriately in each communicative circumstance. Likewise, 

Richard (2002), wrote: “The emergence of communicative language teaching leads to the change 

views of syllabuses and methodology, which continue to shape approaches to teaching speaking 

skill today” (p, 201). Teaching speaking is an important part of the English Second Language 

learning process. It is fundamental to communicate in the second language. Teaching speaking is 

a challenging responsibility as there are many problems related to everyday practice. 

Previous examinations have established the importance of teaching speaking in a great 

opportunity to develop the students’ knowledge in the classroom to expand their lexical 

cohesion.  In this way, Nunan (2003), explains the importance of teaching speaking and 

mentions some points to take into consideration in English class, students require to:  

a) Produce English speech sounds and sounds patterns. 

b) Use words and sentence stress, intonation patterns and the rhythm of the second 

language. 

c) Select appropriate words and sentences according to the proper social setting,  

 audience, situation and subject matter,  

d) Organize their thoughts in a meaningful and logical sequence. 

e) Use language as a means of expressing values and judgments. 

f) Use the language quickly and confidently with few unnatural pauses, 
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Under the explanations described above, the students will try to use the language in 

interacting with their friends. Also, Harmer (1998) described that “there are 3 main reasons for 

getting students to speak in the classroom” (p.124). Identically to his words, he explains the 

reasons for teaching speaking in class. Firstly, speaking activities provide rehearsal 

opportunities- chances to practice real life in class. Secondly, speaking tasks provides feedback 

for students and teacher. And finally, students have opportunities to activate the various elements 

of language they have stored in their brain during teaching process. 

Unquestionably, he suggests that a good plan needs to have judicious blend of coherence 

and variety coherence means that students can see the logical pattern to the lesson. The various 

activities in learning process must have connection between them. This statement suggests that 

the teacher is required to provide students with a wide range of activities or tasks which are rich 

in variety but have logical connection to each other.  

In the literature, several theories have been proposed to describe that teaching speaking is 

the act to teach learners how to produce English speech sounds and sound patterns, use 

appropriate words according to proper social setting and can organize their thought in a 

meaningful and logical sequence; including a good fluency and comprehension between the 

teachers and learners in class. 
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3.1.3 Aspects of Speaking  

According to Brown (2001) There are five aspect in speaking. There is pronunciation, 

grammar, vocabulary, fluency, comprehension. The five aspects can be explained as follow: 

a) Pronunciation 

Pronunciation is considered as the way in which a language or particular word is pronounced and 

it is a particular person’s way of pronouncing a word. 

b) Grammar 

The grammar is the system of rules governing the conventional arrangement and 

relationship of words in a sentence. Grammar tell us how construct a sentence (word order, 

verb and noun systems, modifier, phrases, clause, etc) 

c) Vocabulary 

Vocabulary is total number of words which make up a language. It is defined as the 

words in foreign language. Words are perceived as the building block upon which knowledge 

of second language can be built. Vocabulary is the most important aspect of foreign language 

learning and also It can be seen as an essential component of speaking expertly. 

d) Fluency 

Fluency practice usually combines new items of other language as preparation for the 

news item in conversation, without hesitation, item with some errors. Many languages learners 

regard speaking as the measure of language skill. 
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e) Comprehension 

Comprehension is defined as ability to understand. Something by reasonable 

comprehension of the subject or as the knowledge of what a situation is really like. Based on the 

explanation above, the researcher can make conclusion that these five aspects of speaking will be 

run well if among students and researcher do the best way in English teaching learning process. 

3.1.4 Classroom Speaking Activities 

Many of the classrooms speaking activities which are currently in use fall at near the 

communicative end of the communication range. The results obtained by Harmer (1998) 

explained that “the following classroom speaking activities are helpful in getting students to 

practice speaking-as-a- skill,” (p.127-128), as wonderful alternatives essential for teachers for 

more speaking suggestions: 

a. Information- gap activities 

An information gap is where two speakers have different bits of information, and they 

can only complete the whole picture by sharing the information- because they have different 

information, there is a ‘gap’ between them. 

b. Telling stories 

We spend a lot of our time telling other people stories and anecdotes about what happened 

to us and other people. Students need to be able to tell stories in English, too. Teacher can 

encourage students to retell stories which they have read in their books or found in newspapers or 

on the internet (such retelling is a valuable way of provoking the activation of previously learnt or 

acquired language. 
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c. Favorite objects 

A variation on getting students to tell personal stories is an activity in which students are 

asked to talk about their favorite objects. Students think about how they would describe their 

favorite objects in terms of when they got them, why they got them, what they do with them, 

why they are so important to them and whether there are any stories associated with them. 

d. Meeting and greeting 

Students role-play a formal/ business social occasion where they meet a number of people 

and introduce themselves. 

e. Surveys 

Surveys can be used to get students interviewing each other. For example, they can 

design a questionnaire about people’s sleeping habits. 

f. Famous people 

Students think of five famous people. They have to decide on the perfect gift for each person. 

We can also get groups of students to decide on which five famous people (living or dead) they 

would most like to invite for dinner, what they would talk about and what food they would give 

them. 

g. Student presentations 

Individual students give a talk on a given topic or person. In order for this to work for the 

individual, time must be given for students to gather information and structure it accordingly. 

h. Balloon debate 

A group of students are in the basket of a balloon which is losing air. Only one person 

can stay in the balloon and survive (the others have to jump out). Individual students 
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representing famous characters or professions have to argue why they should be allowed to 

survive. 

i. Moral dilemmas 

Students are presented with a ‘moral dilemma’ and asked to come to a decision about 

how to solve it. This provides a great opportunity for them to express on the topics. 

Concluding with the previous explanation, the activities described are important for 

teachers who are looking for multiple strategies or oral suggestions to develop in class, with the 

aim of improving student performance, obtaining an impressive teaching space, building a good 

environment in the learning process, using procedures that teachers commonly do not use in their 

own pedagogical structure. The previous studies indicate that some teachers around world are 

applying different strategies, and tools usually used in English classes to increase and improve 

the learners’ speaking performance.    
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3.2 The definition of Storytelling 

As an unbelievable fact, Zaro and Salaberri (1995) define precisely “Storytelling is an 

activity which requires a certain level of interaction between the storyteller and the audience 

and between the individual listeners” (p. 3). It shows that storytelling has always played a 

significant role in students’ growth. It is not only help in stimulating teenagers’ imagination and 

understanding of the world, but also in developing students’ language ability and appreciating 

literature. 

The aforementioned study has demonstrated that “Storytelling is a relaxed and 

entertaining activity and so it can become enjoyable for everyone which in turn creates a better 

attitude in the learner toward learning and using the language” (Zaro & Salaberri, 1995, p.5). 

By using storytelling, students usually repeat things more redundantly especially when they 

have difficulties in following it. To explain this concept from another perception, storytelling is 

an activity which requires a certain level of interaction between the storyteller and the audience 

and between the individual listeners”. It shows that storytelling has always played a significant 

role in students’ growth. 

Under those circumstances, storytelling is a universal function of language and one of 

the main ingredients of casual conversation. Using storytelling, students can practice listening 

and speaking skills in a fun and interactive way. When the teacher tells stories to the students, 

she communicates with them, entertains them, and passes on information. 
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3.2.1 The Importance of Storytelling in Teaching Second Language to 

Teenagers.  

Storytelling has always been seen as an aid in the teaching second languages, although 

this has nearly always been with learners of at least intermediate level and through translation 

or text analysis. There are lots different reasons of interest in using storytelling techniques 

with lower level learners apart from the advantages mentioned before which can be 

highlighted. One of these is the need for classroom activities which are meaningful to learners 

which lead to greater learner involvement. There is clearly a great need to create activities in 

the second language classroom which most closely reflect the process of natural acquisition of 

language and we know that this process basically stems from the need to communicate. In the 

literature, several theories have been proposed to explain the importance of using Storytelling 

techniques in the acquisition to learn a second language, according to Zaro and Salaberri 

(1995), “The reasons why stories play a central role in teaching a second language to 

teenagers” (p.2): 

 

a. Motivation 

If the story is interesting enough and it is told in an appealing way, children and teenagers 

will normally pay attention through to the end. Nowadays, motivation and general anything to 

do with factors which affect the emotions are considered crucial in all learning processes. 

b. The communicative exchange involved in stories 

Storytelling is an activity which requires a certain level of interaction between the 

storyteller and the audience and between the individual listeners. The storyteller can obtain the 

collaboration of the audience at several points during the story. 
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c. Stimulation and development of the imagination 

The interactive nature of the story, the recreating of scenes and characters and the ideas in 

the story mean that few other activities can encourage the students’ creativity and 

inventiveness in the way that storytelling can. 

d. The development of the learner’s literary competence 

By that we mean the student’s ability to understand and enjoy literature which involves a 

range of strategies and skills acquired over the learner life mainly through extensive reading. 

However, many of this skill can be developed through specific activities like reported speech, 

emphasis etc. 

e. The acquisition of new vocabulary 

Most of new language in stories is perfectly contextualized and it is usually repeated 

more than once so that the listeners have more than one opportunity to understand the 

meaning. If additional information is also given to help leaners with the comprehension of the 

story (as with visual aids for example), the introduction of new words need not be a huge task. 

Besides, the grammatical structures included in the story should be seen mainly as standard 

expression which do not need grammatical analysis but which can be learned in an ongoing 

way because they appear frequently in stories in appropriate contexts. 

From the statement above, the researcher can conclude that stories in language teaching 

has been approved to be one of the teaching techniques that help students, especially teenagers, 

know and to understand a language. It can provide an ideal introduction to English as a second 

language which is presented in a context that is familiar to the child. Stories can also the starting 

point for a wide variety of related language and learning speaking activities. 
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 3.2.2 Storytelling throughout history in Education 

Several publications have appeared in recent years supporting Storytelling technique 

throughout the history. In the same perception, Peters (2018) explained some important details 

necessary to understand this technique in the classroom as well as in multiples fields around the 

world. According to his words, to be more precise about the history of storytelling, he states that 

it goes back thousands of years.  However, Cave Dwellers used pigment to paint on walls with 

their hands to create stories and myths. The ancient Greeks carved their language into walls to 

tell how history was moving forward. The narrative voice in writing speaks volumes about each 

of the culture’s everyday life. As generations grow and develop, daily life turns into another 

mark on history. 

Through the tradition of storytelling, humanity gets stronger and tales and myths are 

created with new and exciting innovations and technology. The Chauvet Cave lives in the 

mountains of Southern France and contains incredibly well-preserved cave drawings dating back 

to 30,000 years ago. On the walls of the cave, explorers found paintings depicting the prehistoric 

period. This was how they formed unspoken and unwritten language to communicate. The cave 

drawings told stories about encountering mammoths, lions and rhinos. The paintings depicted 

their everyday activities of using homemade weapons and using every piece of inch of an animal 

to survive. The Ancient Greeks lived on islands and fished for food. They discovered ways to use 

their tools to carve messages into tombs and slates.  

Afterward, their stories for thousands of years were communicated only through oral 

storytelling. The Greeks are also the first known civilization to develop writing and apply it to 

storytelling, which they used to leave messages and write poems. They used animals like pigeons 

https://app.hubspot.com/content-detail/4117785/blog-post/6182321357/performance?__hstc=199641585.e352e093c164e5116553a77c75bcc37e.1583909610164.1583909610165.1584072012726.2&__hssc=199641585.1.1584072012726&__hsfp=1704468437
https://bigfishpresentations.com/2012/02/28/a-very-brief-history-of-storytelling/
http://cdn.knightlab.com/libs/timeline/latest/embed/index.html?source=0ArW6YX7DNvm3dFJVUGlVWEJwUWRqUHlURzNYR3I5Mmc&font=Bevan-PotanoSans&maptype=toner&lang=en&height=650
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to deliver urgent messages. Most of their communication was in times of sorrow, war, and 

celebration. 

In contrast, The Epic of Gilgamesh” was a story that started as an epic poem by the 

Sumerian King in the Third Millennium BC. This story was about a man named Gilgamesh and a 

"wild man" named Enkidu who befriends Gilgamesh after a fight, and they set off on a journey 

to find the key to immortality. Epic poems are referred to as such because they could fill a 500-

page book by today's standards, but because the Greeks were so passionate about the art of oral 

storytelling, these stories were written as poems to help the storytellers remember and perform 

the whole story. In the same explanation, Peter (2018) in his investigation declares over the next 

several centuries, the art of the written word and storytelling would evolve and develop into 

cohesive works like the Bible and everything William Shakespeare. The Bible was written back 

in 1,300 BC, with stories, myths, and legends about kings, gods, and prophets. They were tales 

and lessons with religious purpose that people learned through orally speaking before being 

written. 

Nonetheless, William Shakespeare was an English-speaking writer, actor, and poet born 

in 1564. Although his life was short by today's standards, Shakespeare was a large and wrote 37 

plays during his lifetime including Hamlet and Romeo and Juliet. Shakespeare was a huge 

stepping stone in building storytelling because his work was so expansive and was relatable to 

everyone. To this day, Shakespeare is still the most performed playwright of all time, and is 

continuously adapted for film and is a cultural phenomenon. Not too long after the era of 

Shakespeare, stories that would come to be known as fairy tales started in France. Many fairy 

tales from this point in time were stories that were passed down from generations. The tales were 

mostly written with children in mind.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sWppk7-Mti4&vl=en
https://www.meetcortex.com/blog/the-content-creators-guide-to-storytelling
https://www.meetcortex.com/blog/the-content-creators-guide-to-storytelling
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They were created to teach children basic life lessons in storytelling form. The story 

of Hansel and Gretel was meant to scare children from wandering off in the woods. Telling a 

story is a tangible example of how legends and myths make storytelling that much more valuable 

to an audience. Since nothing like the newspaper had ever existed, its invention shook the world.  

To be more specific about the history of Storytelling in the classroom, in the early 1900s 

there were but a few storytelling books available to the storyteller or the educator about the 

practice of storytelling. Burrell (1926) states that “coaching for storytellers is at present almost 

unknown: but it is a very important desideratum for all who are concerned with the training of 

children” (p. 6). There were others who viewed storytelling as an important art to be interlaced 

within all the grades.  

Horne (1916) who was writing in the early 1900s, added that “there were three main 

school arts, with storytelling being the first, questioning the second, and the third studying”(p. 9). 

As a result, he stated that storytelling belongs in all the grades from kindergarten through high 

school, but the focus has always been with the primary age students.  

For the first 50 years of the 20th century public libraries and playground associations 

helped to revive the art of storytelling. Wyche (1994) indicated that “public libraries had 

instituted storytelling as a means of interesting the children in the best books of the library. 

Playground associations also instituted storytelling as a wonderful addition to outdoor activities 

(p.69).  Nevertheless, according to Wyche conjectures (1994), explained the following statement:  

It would be interesting if some of our educators would take a group of children, give them the 

best games and stories daily with a very brief period devoted to books, and after several years 

compare them as to strength, knowledge, spirit and efficiency with a group of children who had 

only book education”. This idea remains a fascinating concept to consider in the educational 

scene of today (p.70). 
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Predominantly, storytellers Marie Shedlock and Ruth Sawyer inspired librarians to 

establish story hour programs and urged teachers to use storytelling with their students. Other 

storyteller’s instrumental in promoting storytelling in the first part of the 20th century included 

Anna Cogswell Tyler, Gudrun Thorne-Thomsen, Frances Clark Sayers, and Augusta Baker.  

Currently studies show different theories about storytelling throughout the history, Sobol 

(1999) in the 1970s, a storytelling festival began in Jonesborough, Tennessee that catalyzed a 

nationwide revival of the art. Storytellers came together sharing ideas and stories. Annual 

festivals based on the Jonesborough model of the National Storytelling Festival developed 

throughout the country. Through these connections, the art of storytelling gained energy. In the 

decades since the 1970s, a plethora of books on storytelling methods with connections to 

teaching had become available. 

Explicitly, storytelling educators were beginning to develop lessons around story. A 

storyteller and teacher, centered his entire curriculum on stories. In the same position, 

Cunningham (1993) in her article for Storytelling magazine, describes the curriculum devised by 

Vivian Paley, a noted early childhood educator. Paley, who stresses the importance of 

storytelling with young children, claims that as teachers read to their students, and the students 

retell and listen to stories, the more the teachers will reflect on their own stories.  

Subsequently, Organizations, including the National Council of Teachers of English as 

well as the National Storytelling Network, created books and magazines based on storytellers’ 

insights about education and storytelling. Another publication was Storytelling for Teachers and 

Media Specialists that included selections by various storytellers in the use of storytelling within 

schools. 
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 Exceptionally, MacDonald (1993), in her book The Storyteller’s Start Up Book, assisted 

teachers by making storytelling accessible and easy to do. As MacDonald says, “Storytelling 

teaches listening. It models fine use of oral language. It models plot, sequencing, 

characterization, the many literary devices you (meaning teachers) want to convey. There is no 

better educational tool to teach language-arts skills” (p. 43). 

The 1980's was the time for crazy perms, insane outfits, a rocker attitude, and music that 

made you get up and dance. It was also the time when music videos had come to prominence and 

were used to give deeper meaning to the song in the video. It was the start to a decade that was 

upbeat and craving something different. People created and shared music videos to spread ideas 

through music. This was a mixture of audio and visual that told stories in a whole new way. 

In this day and age, having a social media account means you have access to see 

everyone's life without actually being there. With social media looking someone up on the 

internet has never been easier. The internet has created a space for blogs, posting pictures, and 

events that you attend. Social media has become the modern way we tell the stories of our lives 

and in the 21st-century, social media is a time capsule for all humankind. 

The evolution of storytelling throughout the history,  reflects how people learn and 

communicate. Through oral storytelling or written storytelling, the voice of narration will always 

have a way, place, and a purpose. Though the mediums have changed, the core concept of using 

a sequence of events in an exciting narrative has remained the same. To summarize the most 

important data according to this technique was amazingly extraordinary to back up extravagant 

points, and facts that have been used in variety of educational fields. 

 

https://www.meetcortex.com/blog/the-power-of-music-3-ways-that-music-can-make-or-break-your-video
https://blog.bufferapp.com/social-media-storytelling
https://blog.bufferapp.com/social-media-storytelling
https://www.meetcortex.com/blog/confessions-of-a-3rd-person-narrator
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3.2.3 How to Teach English by Using Storytelling. 

In storytelling, you need not be limited to the stories in storytelling’s book, but can 

improvisation, modify words or even events in the stories, adapt the text to suit your world and 

that of the learners. Feel free to speak in your own language when you think it is necessary. 

Remember that the time spent telling stories should be relaxed, fun and informal. This can be 

achieved by changing the layout of the classroom, sitting in a circle and taking on certain stories. 

The most compelling evidence has established that storytelling is a relaxed and 

entertaining activity therefore it can be enjoyable for both teacher as storyteller and learners as 

the listener. Storytelling creates a better attitude in the learner towards learning and using the 

language. Zaro and Salaberri (1995) suggest several tricks to present storytelling in the 

classroom. First, teacher should not see storytelling as a chore but as an activity that appeals to 

the imagination.  

Second, when presenting storytelling, teacher should allow experimentation with the 

target language and encourage cooperation. Third, when telling a story in a book, but he/she can 

improvise, modify words or even events in the stories, and teacher can also adapt the text to suit 

the teacher’s world. Fourth, the teacher should feel free to speak in the mother tongue when it 

is necessary to do so. Finally, the teacher as story teller should remember that the time spent 

telling the story should be relaxed, fun and informal. 

After planning the storytelling activity, teacher needs to carry out the plan that has been 

made. Based on Ellis and Brewster (1991), “There are a number of tricks to make more 

enjoyable and successful experience for students, especially in storytelling technique” (p.27). 

They are: 
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a. If the students are unfamiliar with storytelling, begin with short sessions which do not 

demand too much from them and over extent their concentration span. 

b. If possible, have children sit on the floor around the storyteller when telling the story. As 

a result, Zaro and Sallaberi (1995), said that changing the layout of the classroom, sitting 

in the circle, and taking on a new personality can make the children relaxed and fun when 

hear the story.  

c. Make comments about the illustration. When teacher says a word point to the illustration 

at the same time. 

d. Encourage the pupil to participate in the storytelling by repeating key vocabulary item 

and phrase. 

e. Use gesture, mime, facial expressions, varied intonation, pace and tone, and disguise 

voice for different characters to help convey meaning. 

The tricks mentioned above suggest that in delivering a story to the audience, the storyteller 

should apply certain ways that placed pupils in a relaxed and enjoyable way. The storyteller 

should aware that children have only limited concentration span so that the choosing of 

storytelling techniques should always consider the students’ condition. 

3.2.4 The Criteria for Selecting Storytelling 

It is important to pick the story carefully as not all work for language learning. “Try to 

ensure that the language is not too complicated and that the illustrations and story line are 

suitable for the age and maturity of the children are thought” (Rafiudin, 2011, p. 17). The 

qualities that usually work well include: 

a. Traditional tales or stories that the learners may have read before. As they already 

know the story line, children can use this prior knowledge to deal with language that is 
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more complex. Older teenagers also do not mind revising in the new language. 

b. Use of repetitive language. Students will quickly become familiar with the repeated 

lines and can be encouraged to participate in telling the story themselves. 

c. Simple language that includes a link theme you are studying. Students will be 

reassured that they understand the gist of the story through the opportunity to practice 

speaking. 

“Previous academic publications indicate that “there are criteria for selecting the 

storytelling essential for teachers to be established in class” (Ellis & Brewster,1991, 

p.12-13), they are: 

a. Level 

Is the language level appropriate? Is it not easy/ not too difficult? Does the story contain 

language included in beginner syllabuses? For example, vocabulary, structure, and function? 

Will it provide pupils with a successful learning experience? 

b. Pronunciation 

Does the story contain any features such as rhyme, or intonation that pupils will enjoy 

imitating and so improve their pronunciation? 

c. Content/Subject matter 

Will the story interest pupils? Is it relevant to their needs? Is it relevant to their need? Is 

it amusing? Is it memorable? 

d. Visuals 

Do illustrations of the text support the student’s understanding? Are they appropriate to 

the age of pupils? Are they attractive and colorful? Are they big enough to see? 
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e. Encourage participation 

Is there any natural repetition to encourage participation in the text and to provide 

pattern and pronunciation practice? 

f. Motivating 

Will the story motivate pupils by drawing on their personal experience? Will it develop 

their imagination and appeal to their sense of humor? 

g. Arouse Curiosity 

Will the story arouse their curiosity and make them want to find out more about the 

target language, culture, and language learning? 

h. Create Positive Attitudes 

Will pupils respond positively to the story and develop positive attitudes toward the target 

language, culture, and language learning? 

i. Language Content 

Is the language representative of what is spoken in the target culture? Does the story give 

any information about life in the target culture? Does the story give any information about life 

in the target culture? 
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3.3 Storytelling in Speaking Activities in the classroom   

 Telling stories becomes one of the ways to learn a new language during classroom 

activities. These activities refer to the introduction and construction of new vocabulary on the 

new language to form the form the story. In line to this argument, Dujmovic (2006) enlightens 

that “Storytelling is considered as an important activity that demonstrates the power of words. 

Here, words are used to make listener imagine what is being told” (p. 76). Moreover, it uses 

words to enhance verbal expression, increases comprehension, and creates mental image.  

 Complementing this outcome, the activity concerning storytelling, fortunately, trains 

the learners to connect their imagination about the events in the story and try to build up relations 

with their factual environments. Therefore, it is a worth way to involve the learners in the 

activity of telling stories. Ilmu (2016) asserts that “Storytelling is an excellent verbal activity to 

help learners imagine and creates plots” (p, 18). Therefore, the high relevance of applying this 

technique in class based on speaking activities to increase the student’s speaking proficiency. 

 It also encourages them in building up details, plot prediction, and drawing conclusion. 

Consequently, it also supports this point by explaining that story has big impact on improving the 

learners’ motivation to speak. Through story, the learners can understand their real situation as 

well as able to connect their real environment with the imaginable events in the story. 

Fortunately, the learners have adequate capacity to combine the real situation with their 

imagination to form new stories. Moreover, the learners can also easily share the story to people 

around them. 
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3.3.1The Advantages of Storytelling  

 Storytelling is the eldest form of education. Cultures around the world have always 

told tales as a way of passing down their beliefs, traditions, and history to future generations. 

Stories capture the imagination, engaging the emotions and opening the minds of listeners. 

Consequently, any point that is made in a story or any teaching that is done afterward is 

likely to be much more effective.  

 The act of storytelling generally brings advantages to the learners. The teacher may use 

storytelling to create comfortable condition when he/she knows that the learners are moody 

to study. The teacher can also use storytelling to gain the learners’ attention when their focus 

spread out. In short, the storytelling strategy is beneficial for learners in their learning 

activities.  

 Pedagogically, storytelling strategy brings advantageous result to improve the learners 

speaking ability. Ilmu (2016) states that “Storytelling is an important way that can be applied 

to provoke the result of learners learning” (p.18). From the two points of view above, it can 

be understood that through storytelling, both teachers and learners can obtain benefits. 

  The teacher benefits of trying to organize their way in uttering sentences logically. 

This means that the teacher effortfully to sequentially tell the story to be understood by 

learners. In the same way, the learners also get many benefits of telling stories. According 

Jalongo (1992) explains “the teacher effort in sharing stories to teenagers and children is 

essential part of their growth in literacy” (p. 49). He mentions some benefits by using this 

technique in classroom. Complementing to her words, the most important advantages of 

Storytelling may be summarized as follows:  
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a. Stories increase learners’ knowledge and understanding of others races and beliefs 

b. Stories stimulates the student’s imagination and introduce to a wider range of story 

sharing experiences. 

c. Listening and telling stories expand vocabularies and provide to the students with good 

models of usage, enunciation, and pronunciation and encourage leaners to listen, 

concentrate, and follow event structured material, 

d. It is vital for teenagers to challenge assumption and introduce new ideas in a 

nonthreatening way 

e. To develop students’ thinking skill, and increase the learner’s appropriation of literature 

and reinforce cultural values. 

On the other hand, based on previous investigations and some specific outcomes, Ellis and 

Brewster (1991) state that “there are some objectives by using storytelling technique in speaking 

class” (p.2). These objectives are: 

a. Storytelling technique is to motivate students to develop positive attitudes towards the 

second language and language learning. 

b. Storytelling technique is to exercise students’ imagination. Leaners can become 

personally involved in a story as they identified with the characters and try to interpret 

the narrative and illustration. They also can make fantasy and imagination to their real 

world. This imaginative experience helps to develop their own creative powers to make 

sense of their everyday life. 

c. Storytelling is to increase students’ ability to share social experience. Storytelling is 

not only enjoyable, but can help build up students’ confidence and 
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encourage social and emotional development. It provokes a shared response of 

laughter, sadness, excitement, and anticipation. Through storytelling the students can 

speak confidently in the front of their classmates. 

d. The fourth objective is to allow teacher to introduce or revise new vocabulary and 

sentence structures. It can be done by exposing the students to language in varied, 

memorable and familiar contexts. It will be enriching their thinking and gradually 

enter their own speech. 

e. Storytelling technique is to improve students’ other skills in some aspects, such 

 

as listening, grammar, vocabulary, and concentrate. 

 

Concluding with these previous results, by using storytelling technique for speaking 

classes, the teacher must be fair in choosing the storyteller. The storyteller must be chosen in 

rotation, so every student will get their turn to be storyteller. There will be also listener who can 

improve listening, grammar, vocabulary, and concentrate through the storyteller. 

 From these five objectives of storytelling, it can be concluded that storytelling provides a 

lot of benefits besides improving speaking skills. Storytelling also is a convenient activity to 

concentrate and improve speaking skills because students can express their experience, opinion, 

ideas, hopes and at the same time it is a great way to expand listening, grammar, and vocabulary. 
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3.3.2 Strategies in building up Storytelling Ability in the classroom 

  There have been efforts to support the learners’ ability in constructing stories, especially 

through school-based process. These efforts are expected to bind the learners’ experiences with 

the story that they are going to tell. Rohmah (2012) gives beneficial solution to improve the 

learners’ ability in storytelling that is asking learners to read the stories and make brief notes for 

the important events in the story. This step leads the learners to tell the stories using their own 

words. Besides, she also suggests three main activities that can train learners to be creatively 

constructing their stories, they are single-word story, sentence-story, and writing story in big 

circle.  

a. Single-word Story  

The single-word story is applied by asking learners to contribute word by word to construct 

the story. This means that a learner is expected to say a single word that is appropriate to keep 

the story continues. Technically, this activity can easily be done by asking learners to stand in 

line and sequentially every learner says a word to continue the story. If every learner has 

contributed a word in the story while the story still in progress, the activity will still continue by 

turning to the first learner to continue the story then followed by the next learner until the story 

complete.  

b. Sentence Story  

This kind of activity proposes learners to contribute their ideas in the form of sentences. So, a 

learner will say a sentence to continue the story until the story is complete. Technically, the 

process is as same as in the single-word story, the only main different is that this activity requires 

every learner to contribute a sentence to improve the flow of the story. If the story has not 
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completed yet, the turn continues to the first learner then followed by the next learner until the 

story complete. 

c. Writing Story in Big Circle  

The process of writing story in this activity is done in a circle. Therefore, the first activity is 

that requiring learners to form circles. In the process of constructing story, the learners will 

contribute their idea in the form of sentences. The process is as same as in the sentence story, the 

only different is that the process is done by writing their sentences to continue the story.  

Technically, a learner will write his/her sentence in the paper then gives that paper to the next 

learner to contribute their sentences. If the story has not been completed yet, the turn can 

continue to the first learner then followed to the next learners until the story complete. From the 

3 ways above, we can conclude that the storytelling technique requires learners to be actively 

contributing their ideas for the improvement of story.  

3.3.2.1 Activity by using Storytelling Technique 

Based on the research of Windy (2017) expressed that “Storytelling activity provides a 

fun and useful way of introducing narrative texts, new vocabulary and grammatical items” 

(p.27). There are several parts in storytelling technique: 

1. Pre–activity 

Before the main activity in Storytelling technique, it is helpful to build up the 

background knowledge that the student has and to prepare them for new vocabulary and 

grammatical structure of narrative text. In this part, the teachers can use the activity likes 

‘Vocabulary Bingo’ or they write down the vocabularies in to the whiteboard and discuss 

together with the students. 

2. During -activity 
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It is the main activity in using storytelling technique. The storytelling activity is 

done by the students in a group. The stages of spoken narrative activity by using 

storytelling technique are: 

a) The students are put into small groups consist of five students. 

 

b) The teacher gives the story (narrative text) for each student in the group. 

 

c) Ordering students in each group to read their story, sharing some vocabulary 

and moral value to the students that can give them inspiration. 

 

d) Giving at least 15 - 20 minutes to prepare the storytelling. 

 

e) Students doing or performing storytelling. 

 

f) Discussing the story that has been told, it could be as question and answer 

activity. 

 

g) Giving comment and appreciation. 

 

h) Finding other students to perform the stories 

 

3. Post – activity 

In the post – activity is giving feedback from the teacher to the students. The feedback 

is about the activity that they have already done before. 
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3.3.3 Procedures of Teaching Speaking Using Storytelling 

“There are some procedures that can be followed by teachers in applying storytelling in 

teaching speaking. They are as the following” (Thornbury, 2005, p. 263): 

a. Teaching divides the teaching material into two parts. 

b. Before the lesson material is given, the teachers give an introduction to the topics to be 

discussed. Teachers should write the topic on the white board and ask the students what 

they know pertaining to the topic. This brainstorming activity is aimed to activate their 

schemata in order to be more ready for the new learning materials. In this activity, 

teachers need to emphasize that providing correct guesses is not the point. The important 

thing is students’ readiness in anticipating the instruction that will be given. 

c. Teacher put the student into pairs. 

d. The first part of the material is given to the first students, while the second material will 

be given to the second student. 

e. Then, the students are ordered to read or listen to their respective parts. 

f. While reading or listening, students are asked to take notes and enlist some key words or 

phrases in their respective parts. The number of words or phrases can be adjusted in 

accordance with the length of reading text. 

g. While remembering or paying attention to parts that have been read or heard. 

h. The student’s own version of the composition is, of course, not necessarily the same with 

the actual material. When students complete their writing, some students may be given 

the opportunity to read their essay result. 
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i. This activity can be ended with a discussion on the topic of the instruction material. 

Discussions can be carried out between a couple (a pair) or with the whole class. 

Based on the previous facts, to teach storytelling in speaking, the researcher uses this 

procedure in process of the lesson, especially narrative text which will be the focus of the 

material. Before the students produce a monologue, they will be help to acquire the knowledge 

of the structures and the language features. 

In the process of using stories, the teacher could, in different cases, choose to encourage the 

students to rewrite the stories, using their own language or ask them to keep the original language 

as much as they can. The former way encourages the students to understand the stories and adds 

their own characteristics to the stories and the latter prompts them to learn to use new words and 

expressions. Besides, pictures, movies and other materials would also be great help in storytelling.  

3.3.4 Modified Steps of Storytelling in Speaking activities 

In literature, several theories have been proposed to explain multiples modified steps of 

Storytelling in speaking activities. Jianing (2007) had proposed a series of steps about how to use 

storytelling. However, the steps include writing task. Based on her empirical experiences in 

teaching in an elementary school, the storytelling technique is used as follows: 

a. Begin with visual aids show. 

By showing visual aids, students will more likely be attracted turn their attention to the teacher. 

For instance, teacher brings a big picture showing animals in a jungle.  

b. Make sure students pay attention and get enthusiastic. Some simple questions can also be 

raised. 
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Once the students have fully pay attention, been fully attracted, and enthusiastic, it will 

then be easier for teacher to begin the storytelling. Before doing so, the teacher can also raise 

questions related to the pictures.  

For example: 

Teacher: students, what picture is it? 

Students : that’s an elephant! 

Teacher  : yes, that’s right. Great! Now, where is the elephant? 

Students : mmmm.... (thinking) di hutan! 

Teacher : yes, right. Di hutan. In a jungle. The elephant is in a jungle. 

Students : (repeat: the elephant is in a jungle). 

c. Tell the story by involving dynamic gestures, mimes, and intonation according to the 

plot.  

In this session, teacher tells the story in the complete version. Dynamic gestures, mimes, 

and intonation are highly recommended to use as these paralinguistic features are strongly 

influential to make the students emotionally engaged and easy to understand. The teacher has 

to use concrete and doable vocabularies only because as young learners, the students can 

only catch concrete things. In this process, the students are being exposed to the vocabularies 

used in the story; how they are pronounced, used, and practiced contextually. 

d. After the story ends, activate students by assigning them with roles of characters of the 

story 

As the story ends, the students already have vocabularies related to the story in their minds. 

Now it is the time to activate what they have acquired from the story by giving them a task of 
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performing the story. Each of the students is given a role based on the story. This session can also 

be called role play. 

e. Students practice the story by acting it out. They have a chance to practice speaking 

English contextually. 

By having a chance to use English students will improve their skills in terms of vocabulary, 

pronunciation, fluency, and especially their comprehension will increase due to the given 

contextual situation that is created from the story. 

For several years great efforts have been devoted about the importance of using 

Storytelling Technique, there are different strategies, procedures, and some specific details each 

teacher must be careful with when applying this method which is rarely used in English classes. 

By implementing this wonderful technique as a tool for teaching, your students will achieve the 

best speaking performance in the classroom, improving their confidence and obtaining one of the 

most wonderful experiences while learning and at the same time enriching their vocabulary 

which is vital to increase their lexical cohesion. 
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3.1 Research method 

According to Ferrance (2000), “Action research is a process in which participants 

examine their own educational practice systematically and carefully, using the techniques of 

research.” (p. 1) As a current teacher, the researcher develops this investigation in order to 

examine and try to improve the teaching techniques used for reading comprehension; starting by 

identifying a problem and trying to find a solution for it. Therefore, it is not only researching 

from literature and opinions, but also putting it into action to find out if the expected results are 

given. To carry out this academic research, we are going to develop a deeper analysis about the 

importance to improve the student’s speaking proficiency by using Storytelling technique based 

on cooperative environment, discovering different ways and procedures to be applied during the 

development of this investigation. It’s for those reasons, the importance of using “Action 

research method”, to collect specific information based on the chosen technique that we are 

going to put into consideration in the classroom; showing the final results of this enquiry by 

applying qualitative and quantitative data. 

3.2 Type of approach: Mixed research 

 This study is settled on a mixed method research; it will use qualitative and quantitative 

facts. A quantitative investigation “uses the data collection to test hypothesis based on the 

numerical measurement and statistical analysis to establish patterns of behavior and test theories” 

(Hernandez Sampiere, R,Fernández Collado,C.&Baptista lucio,P.,2010,p.4).  As a consequence 

of the aforementioned analysis, it is necessary to produce a good analysis of the qualitative and 

quantitative data, to support special evidences and procedures according to this research 

approach.  
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Now, we can derive unquestionably, “Mixed methods research is a methodology for 

conducting research that involves collecting, analyzing, and integrating quantitative and 

qualitative research in a single study or a longitudinal program of inquiry.” (Creswell, 2009, p.7). 

As a design of this action research paper, it will be applied by collecting qualitative and 

quantitative data in parallel, analyzed separately and merged by a triangulation of mixed 

sequential exploratory strategy. The results will be based on student expectations to evaluate 

their speaking skill progress through the application of Storytelling activities in class. 

3.3 The context 

The present Action research will be carried out at Cartagena Technical High school, code 

4205, circuit 03 of Santa Cruz Regional Office This public institution is located in Cartagena 

town and district in the canton of Santa Cruz, Guanacaste province in Costa Rica. The district 

has a population of around 4,000 people. Predominantly, the administrative center of the district 

is the village of Cartagena. 

The researchers started by investigating the importance of developing this research in this 

place, because Cartagena plays a special role in tourism activities, where all its entire population 

has to master English as a second language to generate more opportunities in the zone. However, 

to explain this important data from another perception, this district has received approximately 

more than 35,000 American tourists in 2019; becoming a wonderful indicator to implement 

something new to help the students in Cartagena to improve their speaking skill performance.  
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3.3.1 Description of the chosen setting 

Descriptively, Cartagena Technical High school, code 4205, circuit 03 of Santa Cruz 

Regional Office was founded in 1975. Currently, the infrastructure of this public institution has 

25 academic classrooms and 33 professors, 1 principal room, 1 library, 10 bathrooms, 1 cellar, 2 

dining rooms, 1 teacher´s room, 1 multipurpose room. The total area of the institution is around 

37 hectares. The facilities that we can find in the institution are the following: 110 computers, 7 

printers, 10 video beam, 4 wireless internet connections, 4 T. Vs, 3 photocopiers, 3 sound 

equipment.  To be more accurate about the population of students in the year 2020 is 

approximately of 800 which are distributed in this way: 

7° grade 8° grade 9° grade 10° grade 11° grade 

Men        Women Men          Women Men          Women Men          Women Men         Women 

125 135 106 103 110 105 90      110 70 90 

Source: FODA Institutional of Cartagena Technical High school. 

The technical perspectives show that Cartagena Technical High school assumes the 

responsibility of educating young people, in the technical and academic area, promoting ethical, 

civic, moral, cultural and spiritual values that our young learners capable of inserting themselves 

into the labor and university fields. Subsequently, Cartagena Technical high school intends that 

the Educational Policy be conducted efficiently seeks to be a model at the regional level, training 

full-fledged students capable of inserting themselves competitively into the labor and university 

world with technological resources. 
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3.3.2 Participants (Population) 

Based on the Mixed method approach explained beforehand, according to Rezeki (2017), 

“Population is generalization which consists of: objects / subjects that have certain qualities and 

characteristics defined by the researchers to learn and then drawn the conclusions” (p.28). The 

participants of this pedagogical study are eighth grade students (8-1) from the Cartagena 

Technical high school. Furthermore, the average age of the participants is between fourteen and 

fifteen years old. Otherwise, the group consists in 20 students; to be more meticulous 12 are girls 

and 8 are boys.  

The following procedure is to explain the teachers’ population based on the instruments 

applied during the development of this chapter. Gathering the general data according to the 

survey and the questionnaire answered by the English teachers can be explained as follows. Only 

five professors from Cartagena have answered the Diagnostic instruments; to be more meticulous 

are 3 female and 2 males. They have more than ten years of experience, only 4 teachers have a 

Temporal Profession Status. Constructively, 1 professor has a Tenure profession status in this 

public institution. According to the results of the questionnaire about their professional category, 

3 teachers have MT5 category. Meanwhile, only 2 teachers have MT6 level. In this present 

action research paper, we explore the possibility of having a virtual interview with the Santa 

Cruz Regional Advisor. Complementing this exceptional fact, she has more than 25 years of 

experience as an Excellent English teacher. Currently, she is working at Universidad Latina as an 

English professor. The main aim of the Virtual Interview is to know her perception about the 

Implementation of Storytelling technique in English classes.  
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3.4 Data Collection Procedures and Tools of Initial Research 

Several publications have appeared in recent years authenticating that “Data collection is 

the systematic approach to gathering and measuring information from a variety of sources to get 

a complete and accurate picture of an area of interest” (Rezeki, 2017, p. 30). In this section, the 

researchers selected the instruments that will help us during the investigation to collect specific 

information about the strategy that we have described beforehand in this academic study.  To 

explain this detail in more depth, for this action research we are going to use three instruments, 

the first is to diagnose the students’ speaking level by applying interviews and classroom 

observations using simulations in English classes.  

These diagnostic instruments were applied to the students individually during the English 

classes. Besides, the researchers will develop two questionnaires, one at the beginning and 

second at the end of the implementation of Storytelling technique, with the purpose to determine 

the students’ opinion according to this strategy; to improve their speaking skill performance and 

to evaluate their speaking skill progress through the application of this delightful technique. 

These instruments will be applied to each participant before and after having experienced the 

technique chosen for this research. By using these instruments described above, it is essential for 

us as a main procedures and tools of initial research to explore specific data used for the 

diagnostic instruments; playing a relevant role for the enquiry, since the information provided on 

student’s opinions will be analyzed to obtain the final results of this professional study.  
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3.4.1 Procedures of Initial Research 

The investigators started by exploring the importance of identifying and understanding 

the scientific process before collecting essential data for this Mixed Research Approach. The 

outcomes obtained by Blankenship (2010), Scientific research involves a systematic process that 

focuses on being objective and gathering a multitude of information for analysis so that the 

researcher can come to a conclusion. This process is used in all research and evaluation projects, 

regardless of the research method (scientific method of inquiry, evaluation research, or action 

research). On the top of everything, to carry out this pedagogical project, the researchers have 

systematically compiled specific procedures of initial research in a systematic way: 

Step 1: Identify the problem.  

The first step in the process is identifying a problem or develop a research question. In 

this case, the problem is identified in the classrooms, it can be observed why the students do not 

have a good speaking performance, here the lack of listening skills in the students can be 

identified. Clearly, the lack of good techniques or methods to catch their attention in the teaching 

process have caused that students do not want to pay attention, the reason the unadventurous 

class developed by the teacher in charge of the English class. Concluding with the first 

procedure, the importance of finding the skill that students in the region need to improve for 

educational purposes. Now we can proceed analogously, it is necessary to find a good strategy to 

enhance the students’ speaking skill in the classroom; to solve the identified problem of the 

chosen participants from the Cartagena Technical High school. 
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Step 2: Review of the Literature.  

Describing this statement more academically, now that the problem has been identified, 

the researcher must learn more about the topic under investigation. To do this, the researcher 

must review the literature related to the research problem. This step provides foundational 

knowledge about the problem area. The review of literature also educates the researcher about 

what studies have been conducted in the past, how these studies were conducted, and the 

conclusions in the problem area. Putting into action the information described beforehand, 

having identified the problem, the next step is to find out all the information the researchers can 

use to support the enquiry, such as reading books, doing research on internet related to the topic, 

looking up specific magazines, blogs,  and watching videos on You Tube; to clarify  the process 

of obtaining more specific information according pedagogical approach under exploration. 

Step 3: Focus on the population.   

The research problem and the purpose of the study help the researcher to identify the 

group that will participate in this study. In research terms, the group to involve in the study is 

always called the population (participants). It should focus on which type of group or population 

is to be identified for the research project, in this case, it is done with eighth grade students from 

the Cartagena Technical High school, the exploration is about the institution, gender, age, where 

they live, among others aspects. By choosing the right population, it helps the researcher to 

implement the academic technique and identify the final results that are required for this Mixed 

research. 
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Step 4: Identify and Develop Instrumentation Plan.  

The plan for the study is referred to as the instrumentation plan. The instrumentation plan 

serves as the road map for the entire study, specifying who will participate in the study; how, 

when, and where data will be collected; and the content of the program. This plan is composed of 

numerous decisions and considerations that are addressed in this Mixed research. To carry out 

the instructive study, the researcher must think about what type of instruments are useful to 

collect data that could help. It will be a valuable guide for the researchers to obtain the 

information that is needed for the research. 

Step 5: Collect and Analyze the Data. 

Once the instrumentation plan is completed, the actual study begins with the collection of 

data. The collection of data is a critical step in providing the information needed to answer the 

research question. The collection of data is by applying questionnaire, classroom observations, 

interviews and speaking test. These data collection instruments described above are essential to 

be applied for the diagnosis and evaluation necessary to culminate the theoretical examination. 

The researcher now analyzes the data according to the plan. The results of this analysis are then 

reviewed and summarized in a manner directly related to the research questions. To sum up, 

when the researcher has chosen the different instruments, he / she must apply them and start 

collecting the data that is needed to analyze, study and develop the questions that the investigator 

uses to detect the research problem under investigation. 
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3.4.2 Instruments 

According to Kabir (2016), “The data collection is the most strategic step in the study, 

because the main goal of the research is to get the fundamental data based on the scientific 

process in an efficient procedure” (p.202). We can now advance pedagogically, the instruments 

of this investigation are very important during the development of this systematic exploration, 

because they will guide us in the respective study that we are going to carry out with the eighth-

grade students in a cooperative process. The instruments will show us the level of English 

students, specifically, in the area of speaking performance. The techniques of the data collection 

instruments used for the diagnosis in this action research paper are questionnaires, classroom 

observations and interviews. 

3.4.2.1 Questionnaire 

“A questionnaire is a research instrument consisting of a series of questions and other 

prompts for the purpose of gathering information from respondents” (Kabir, 2016, p.208). This 

instrument of data collection is probably most used and most abused of the data gathering 

devices; it is easy to prepare and to manage for this study. The questionnaire is a form prepared 

and distributed to secure responses to certain questions. In this research the questionnaire is 

going to be one of the instruments that we are going apply with the purpose of knowing the 

students’ opinion about The Implementation of Storytelling Technique in English classes. By 

using this questionnaire, individually the students are going to respond some questions according 

to Storytelling; with the aim to gather more specific information for this examination. All the 

answers will be kept confidential.   
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3.4.2.2 Observation 

In the literature, several theories have been proposed to explain that Observation is 

something you notice by watching and listening, can be said investigated. “According to 

observation is a complex process, a process that is composed of a variety of biological processes 

and psychological. Two of the most important is the processes of observation and memory” 

(Kabir,2016, p.240). In this research, the classroom observation will be used since the researcher 

participates in teaching and learning process and cooperate as the collaboration. In addition, this 

instrument of data collection is intended to diagnose the students’ speaking level in class by 

using classroom observation. The observation in class is carried out with the aim of obtaining 

information and knowing what are the strengths and weaknesses of the students according to 

their English level. 

3.4.2.3 Interview 

 “Interviewing involves asking questions and getting answers from participants in a 

study. Interviewing has a variety of forms including: individual, face-to-face interviews and face-

to-face group interviewing” (Kabir, 2016, p. 206). By applying the Interview, the researcher will 

be able to diagnose the students’ speaking level in class during the learning process. In the same 

point, this instrument contains 14 questions that students have to answer according to the 

teacher’s indications. Subsequently, the researcher will be able to measure the quality of the 

students in oral production. The interview was developed for each eighth-grade student in the 

last class and they had 10 minutes to answer all the questions. The result of this test will be 

analyzed and discussed at the end of this chapter. 
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3.4.3 Diagnostic Data Analysis  

“Data analysis in mixed methods research relates to the type of research strategy chosen 

for the procedures. Thus, in a proposal, the actions need to be identified within the design” 

(Creswell, 2009, p. 218). This method is a strategy to achieve the collection and interpretation of 

the data obtained by the researcher during the development of the diagnostic instruments used for 

the action research. It also helps the investigator to solve questions about the research project 

according to students’ English level based on their speaking skill production during the teaching 

process. In this section, the researcher presents the results found in the diagnosis to tabulate the 

information obtained.  

For the data analysis about the applied questionnaire, with the aim to know the students’ 

perception about The Implementation of Storytelling Technique and present the results found by 

using this instrument described formerly; all the students answered positively to the eleven 

questions.  Getting a comfortable perspective for us to appreciate the 20 students have shown a 

good behavior according the questions. To complement this section, the students did not know 

what Storytelling was, but they agreed to use this technique in class to improve their oral 

performance. In this part, all teens often practice speaking activities during the learning process, 

making it an amazing opportunity to apply storytelling activities in the classroom to improve 

their speaking production. By collecting and evaluating the students’ speaking performance in 

the classroom applying the interview, only 12 students have shown an Excellent speaking level 

according to the 14 questions. Meanwhile, 8 students have shown a Very good level based on the 

indicators of the structured interview. Concluding with the final results found in the diagnosis, all 

the learners have a good speaking production during the development of this instrument; 

identifying the strengths and weaknesses of the eighth-grade students (8-1).   
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Therefore, for the classroom observation is amazing tool to diagnose the students’ 

speaking performance during the teaching process. Immediately, the researchers could appreciate 

that teenagers participate proactively during the teaching process, their collaboration to the 

teacher was phenomenal to observe this good behavior according to theme. Nonetheless, the 

leaners identified the English language sound and they were able to describe some interest to 

communicate efficiently their ideas to the professor. Afterward, the researchers will explain and 

analyze the information about classroom observation report and the final results; according to 

data analysis that we have obtained by applying this diagnostic instrument. 

3.4.3.1 Diagnostic Interview Results 

The following Structured Interview was applied to 20 eighth grade students from the 

Cartagena Technical high school, circuit 03, Santa Cruz Regional office, 2020. The Interview 

contains 14 questions that students have to answer according to the teacher’s indications; with 

the purpose to diagnose the students’ speaking level by using this instrument. The results of this 

activity will be preserved confidentially. 

Table N°1 

Age of the students 

                                                14 years old                   15 years old                        Total  

                                                AF          RF                  AF           RF                   AF           RF 

 

1. How old are you?                16            80%                 4              20%               20         100% 

   

Source: Structured Interview applied at Cartagena Technical High School 2020. 
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Graph N°1 

 

Source: Table N°1 

 The results of the question number 1 are explained below: 14 students representing 80% 

of the population are 14 years old. Then, the 4 students that represent 20% of the population are 

15 years old.  

 

 

 

 

 

80%

20%

Age of the students 

14 years old 15 years old
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Table N°2 

Students’ gender 

                                                      Female                             Male                          Total  

                                                 AF          RF                  AF           RF                AF           RF 

  

2. What is your Gender?        12            60%                 8              40%             20            100% 

 

   

Source: Structured Interview applied at Cartagena Technical High School, 2020 

Graph N°2 

 

Source: Table N°2 

 According to question number 2, 12 students that represent 60% of the population are 

Female and the rest 8 students which represent 40% of the population are Male. 

 

60%

40%

Students' gender

Female Male
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Table N°3 

Students’ neighborhoods  

                                                   Cartagena                     Villareal                        Total  

                                                AF          RF                  AF           RF                AF           RF 

 

3. Where do you live?           18              90%               2             10%            20            100% 

 

   

Source: Structured Interview applied at Cartagena Technical High School, 2020 

Graph N°3 

 

Source: Table N°3 

 Based on the results of question number 3 are: 12 students that represent 90% of the 

population live in Cartagena and 2 students which represent 10% of the population live in 

Villareal.  

90%

10%

Students’ neighborhoods 

Cartagena Villareal
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Table N°4 

Students’ speaking level 

                                        Excellent          Very Good             Needs Improvement             Total  

                                      AF          RF        AF           RF              AF           RF                 AF       RF 

 

       4. Diagnostic Speaking       12           60%       8              40%            0               0%               20        100% 

    Production 

Source: Structured Interview applied at Cartagena Technical High School 2020. 

 

Graph N°4 

 

Source: Table N°4 

 Exploring the results obtained to diagnose the students’ speaking production according to 

the Interview: 12 students that represent 60% of the population have an excellent speaking 

performance. Meanwhile, 8 students representing 40% have shown a very good level based on 

the indicators of the structured interview.  

60%

40%

0%

Students' speaking level

Excellent Very Good Needs Improvement
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Source: Observation instrument applied to the English class, 2020. 

 

INDICATORS COMMENTS 

1. Learners participate proactively during the 

teaching process.  

All the students in the classroom participate in a 

proactive environment during the teaching process. 

In this manner, each learner pay attention to the 

teacher and cooperate with her to introduce the 

theme and the new scenario. 

2. Learners are able to understand the teacher’s 

instructions. 

During the learning process the students are able to 

understand all the teacher’s instructions according to 

the topic in the classroom.  

3. Learners are able to communicate their ideas 

in the classroom. 

Throughout the development of the teaching process 

all the students in class are able to communicate 

questions, answers and their ideas according the 

theme in the teaching space. 

4. Learners recognize and manipulates English 

language sound using knowledge in phonics, 

syllabification and word parts according to the 

topic  

 

Learners recognize and manipulates English 

language sound in phonology using long vowels 

(Eat, Math, etc) according to the theme. Learners are 

able to pronounce the long vowel using specific 

sentences according to the vocabulary of the theme. 

 

5. Learner are able to use basic phrases related to 

the theme. 

Learner are able to use basic phrasal verbs and 

preposition of times related to the theme. 

Furthermore, students are capable to recognize and 

develop a good conversation using the vocabulary 

given by the teacher in the learning process. 

6. Learners are able to identify grammar 

structure according to the topic. 

Learners are able to identify grammar structure 

according to prepositions of time by using the liking 

words such as first and then. Student are capable to 

recognize the vocabulary according to the theme.  

7. Learners show understanding and interest of 

the topic. 

Students during the teaching process show 

understanding and wonderful interest when the 

teacher begins the class with the new theme. 

CLASSROOM OBSERVATION REPORT 

March 6, 2020 

Cartagena Technical High School 

Teachers’ name: Jesús Vega & Malitzin Salazar   /   Level: 8-1 Academic 

English 

Unit 1 / Theme: High School- Bring it on!  
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3.5 Action Plan Proposal 

   According to Creswell (2009), “Having an action plan is essential for accomplishing 

goals successfully and scientifically. It gives us a clear direction on what we need to do in order 

to accomplish certain purposes” (p.112). Nevertheless, Action Plan provides a specific direction 

when the researcher feels confused or overwhelmed about the implementation of the education 

project; giving an extraordinary result based on the procedures and development strategies for 

this technique under exploration. By using the new planning designed by the MEP, commonly 

called “Action Oriented Approach”, it is necessary for the researchers to appreciate the goals and 

the specific aims to implement the teaching method for this study.  

Adapting the Mediation Activities according to Storytelling Technique, taking into 

account the topics the students have already learned with the teacher in the classroom, it is 

necessary to apply an action plan; getting different options to implement the activities and 

procedures according Storytelling Technique. Developing an action plan proposal, it helps to 

track progress as it is easier to identify what tasks have been completed, giving a sense of 

achievement and progress. When carrying out the action plan for the project, students perform 

different reading activities according to the teaching procedure. The first step is that students 

watch and listen different audios, videos, bingos, flash cards, which are tools and materials that 

students like to use. In the second step, the teacher guides them and explain the activities that 

will be done in classes, it will be a cooperative class. In the teaching process, the students will 

not be sitting their chairs, they always will be participating proactively with the whole class. The 

third step is for the young learners to listen, read and speak carefully to carry out the activities 

assigned to them.  
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ACTION PLAN PROPOSAL WEEK # 1 

Level: 8
th

 Unit: 2 

Domain: Socio-Interpersonal Scenario: Let the Good Times Roll! Theme: Fun times: Inside and Out 

Enduring Understanding: Sports provide opportunities for personal enjoyment, challenge, self-expression and social interaction. 
Essential Question: How can sports provide a wide range of lifelong benefits and enjoyment? 

New Citizenship: 

 Dimensions  

1. Ways of thinking ( √ ) 

2. Ways of living in the world ( √ ) 

3. Ways of relating with others ( √ ) 

4. Tools for integrating with the world ( √ ) 

Learn to Know Learn to Do Learn to Be and Live in Community 

Grammar & Sentence Frames 

yes/no Questions 

− Do you like playing soccer? 

− Does she like dancing? 

− Would you like to  ? 

 

Gerunds 

− Dancing is a great way to keep in shape. 

− Camping on the beach is a wonderful 

experience. 

Function 

Describing different sports, their rules, indoor 

and outdoor activities. 

 

Discourse Markers 
Linkers: Sequential past time 

There are certain rules in soccer. First, you 

cannot use your hands. Then, you have to kick 

the ball with your feet. After that, the player 

tries to pass the ball to another player. Finally, 

the winner 
team is the one that scores a goal. 

Psychosocial 

− Communicating clearly about oneself. 

 

− Shoot some hoops (play basketball) 

− Hang out (to join somebody to spend time together) 
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Vocabulary 

Fun times: Inside and out./ What´s your favorite?: 

 

 running, walking, cycling, skate-boarding, karate, 

gymnastics, boxing, work out, baseball, soccer, 

basketball, volleyball, sports, equipment, sailing, 

kayaking, white water rafting, swimming, 

snorkeling, scuba diving surfing, windsurfing, 

fishing, hit, throw, catch, pass, serve, shoot, hop, 

jump push, exercise, games 

Phonology 

 Two-syllable and compound words including 
consonant blends. (bl, st, and tr) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



66 
 

 
 

 

NAME OF THE 

ACTIVITY 

 

PURPOSE OF THE 

ACTIVITY 

(objectives) 

MEDIATION STRATEGIES  
DURATION/ 

TIME: 

120 minutes/ 

3 lessons 

 

 

 

 

 

Watching the 

Inspirational Story of 9 

years old Ezra Frech” 

 

 

 

 

 

Understand simple 

instructions, words and 

phrases according to the 

topic. 

Routine: Checking attendance, checking in with Ls, posting and reviewing Essential 

Question, Can Do’s, and class agenda, etc. 

 

5 minutes 

 

Warm up: Students watch a short video about “The Inspirational Story of “9 years old 

Ezra Frech”. After to watch video the students have to mention 3 specific things or details 

according to video story that caught their attention. The short story video is about different 

kind of sports, outdoor and indoor recreational activities. 

 

5 minutes 

- Teacher uses a brainstorming to write the students’ ideas on the board. 

Video link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f2smE0oycAI 

 

 

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f2smE0oycAI
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Introducing sports 

and recreational 

activities to do in 

our free time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading the short 

story of “ Buzz 

and Bob’s big 

adventure” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use 

expressions to 

describe sports, 

videogames 

and leisure 

activities. 

 

 

 

 

Identify sports, 

videogames, 

and recreational 

activities in 

class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introducing 

Teacher for the first time introduces the short story of “Buzz and Bob’s big adventure”. T explains 

in inductive way the new vocabulary and grammar structure that the story contains according to 

different sports and outdoor and indoor activities. T writes some examples on the board such as: 

yes/no Questions 

Do you like playing soccer?  No, I don´t 

Does she like dancing? Yes, she does 

Would you like to play basketball in your free time? Yes, I Would, No I Would not 

 

Pre-reading 

- Teacher writes the title of the short story on the board and asks students to mention some sports 

and recreational activities Buzz and Bob do in their free time according to the story video. 

 

Video link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I3UMNUqbT7s 

 

Reading for the first time: 

 - Teacher delivers some copies to the students about the story. Students follow the short story 

individually along with the recorded audio. Then, Ls read the story in group of three. After, T asks 

to the students what are their favorite sports and recreational activities described in the passage. 

               Story link: https://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/short-stories/buzz-and-bobs-big-adventure 

Pair/Group feedback: 

Students in pairs take some minutes to read the story again to appreciate and remember the most 

essential literal events. Teacher asks to the students what they have understood of the story, what are 

the main characters, what the liked the most about the story and what are the most important values? 

 

 

 

15 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

20 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

10 minutes 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I3UMNUqbT7s
https://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/short-stories/buzz-and-bobs-big-adventure
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Making a story in a 

big circle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elaborate 

simple 

sentences about 

sports, 

recreational 

activities to do 

in the free time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading for the second time: 

- The teacher divides the short story into shorter sections or sentences, and asks some students to 

volunteer for reading a short part of the story. T corrects the pronunciation of each student if the 

leaner makes a mistake in the pronunciation of a specific word according to the short story of 

“Buzz and Bob’s big adventure” 

 

Post-reading 

Teachers divides the students in three groups and shows some specific pictures and flashcards for 

each group based on the short story described previously. The groups have to create a short story 

about what are their favorite sports in a big circle with their partners. After, the 3 groups have to 

present their short stories to the rest of the class.    

 

 

 

25 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

30 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIDACTIC MATERIALS ASSESSMENTS INSTRUMENTS TECNOLOGICAL 

EQUPMENTS 

Pen, pencil, cardboard, glue, 

masking tape, flashcards, sheets of 

paper. 

In this section, teacher applies a Classroom Observation as a formative assessment instrument 

only for the Action planning Proposal week #1. 

Computer, 

smartphones, overhead 

projector. 
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ACTION PLAN PROPOSAL WEEK # 2 

Level: 8th Unit: 2 

Domain: Socio-Interpersonal Scenario: Let the Good Times Roll! Theme: What´s your favorite? 

Enduring Understanding: Sports provide opportunities for personal enjoyment, challenge, self-expression and social interaction. 
Essential Question: How can sports provide a wide range of lifelong benefits and enjoyment? 

New Citizenship: 

 Dimensions  

1. Ways of thinking ( √ ) 

2. Ways of living in the world ( √ ) 

3. Ways of relating with others ( √ ) 

4. Tools for integrating with the world ( √ ) 

Learn to Know Learn to Do Learn to Be and Live in Community 

Grammar & Sentence Frames 
 

Verb + ing / infinitive: like / want / would like 

− I (don’t) like going swimming. 

− I (don’t) want to play soccer 

− I would like to go to the match. 

 
Information questions 
− What does she like to do on Sunday? 

Function 

• Expressing likes and dislikes regarding 
entertainment and sports. 

 

Discourse Markers 
Linkers: Sequential past time 
• First, then, after that, finally 

Psychosocial 

− Showing interest in each person’s life. 

 

Proverbs / Quotes 

 

− True enjoyment comes from activity of the mind 

and exercise of the body; the two are united. --  
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− When do you play soccer? 

− What videogame would you like to play 

today? 

 

Vocabulary 
Fun times: Inside and out. / What´s your 
favorite?: 
• running, walking, cycling, skate-boarding, 

karate, gymnastics, boxing, work out, 
baseball, soccer, basketball, volleyball, 

sports, equipment, sailing, kayaking, white water 

rafting, swimming, snorkeling, scuba diving 

surfing, windsurfing, fishing, hit, throw, catch, 

pass, serve, shoot, hop, jump push, exercise, 

games 
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NAME OF THE 

ACTIVITY 

PURPOSE OF 

THE ACTIVITY 

(Objetives) 

MEDIATION STRATEGIES 
DURATION/ TIME 

Total: 120 min 
(3 lessons) 

 

 

 

 

 

Showing an 

amazing 

presentation poster 

about leisure 

activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Describe leisure 

activities, sports and 

different activities 

of entertainment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Routine: Checking attendance, checking in with Ls, posting and reviewing Essential 

Question, Can Do’s, and class agenda, etc. 

 

Warm -up 

T begins the class by showing a presentation poster about different images of free time activities 

and specific sports based on the short story “the great race”. Then, Ls have to describe each 

picture of the poster with the intention that each student creates a specific story. T begins the 

activity by introducing the phrase Once upon a time a little girl… and asks the following 

questions to continue creating the story: What can you tell about these photos or drawings?  What 

else? Etc…Does she like playing tennis?... 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

5 minutes 
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Introducing key 

vocabulary about 

the inspirational 

story 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading a short 

Inspirational Story 

“THE GREAT 

RACE” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Understand familiar 

words, grammatical 

structure and 

phrases about 

different kinds of 

sports and leisure 

activities. 

 

 

 

Recognize simple 

information and 

phrases about 

routines, eating 

habits and hanging 

out activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introducing 

-Teacher for the first time explains the short inspirational story “THE GREAT RACE” by 

presenting a PPP to introduce the new vocabulary that the specific story contains based sports 

and leisure activities such as: swimming, dancing, running, cycling, camping… 

Reading for the first time: 

T delivers some copies for the Story “THE GREAT RACE”. Students follow the short story 

individually along with the audio. Then, Ls read the story in group of three. After, students 

mention different kind of sports and leisure activities that caught their attention according to the 

story.  Finally, T writes their ideas on the whiteboard. 

Pair/Group feedback: 

Students read the story again in pairs to collect and remember the most essential literal events. 

At this stage, Teacher gives a feedback and asks to the students what they understood about story, 

what are the main characters and What are the most difficult words to pronounce according the 

to the reading. 

Reading for the second time: 

 

The teacher divides the class into 2 groups. Each group must form a big circle. The teacher 

divides the story into small fragments or small pieces. Then, T sends the fragments of the story 

through the WhatsApp messages to each group. Later, the teacher asks some students of each 

group to volunteer for reading a short part of the story at random. T corrects and improves the 

intonation and pronunciation of each student if the learner makes a mistake in the pronunciation 

of a specific word, phrases or common expressions according to the story of "THE GREAT 

RACE” 

 

 

 

 

20 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25 minutes 
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Creating their own 

story  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Develop simple 

sentences by 

creating short story 

about routines, 

eating habits and 

hanging out 

activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

Post- reading  

Creating their own Story: Each Ls have to create their own story by using some flashcards the 

teachers gives to each student individually based on the vocabulary of the previous story. Sts 

have to apply the grammar structure and previous vocabulary according to the topic. Finally, 

each student presents their story to the rest of the class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25 minutes 

 

 

DIDACTIC MATERIALS ASSESSMENTS INSTRUMENTS TECNOLOGICAL 

EQUPMENTS 

Pen, pencil, cardboard, glue, masking 

tape, flashcards, sheets of paper and 

scissors. 

In this section, teacher applies to each student an Interview as a formative assessment instrument 

only for the Action Planning Proposal week #2. 

Computer, 

smartphones, 

overhead projector. 
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ACTION PLAN PROPOSAL WEEK # 3 

Level: 8th Unit: 2 

Domain: Socio-Interpersonal Scenario: Let the Good Times Roll! Theme: Ready to play: Tell me the rules 
Enduring Understanding: Sports provide opportunities for personal enjoyment, challenge, self-expression and social interaction. 
Essential Question: How can sports provide a wide range of lifelong benefits and enjoyment? 
New Citizenship: 

 Dimensions  
1. Ways of thinking ( √ ) 

2. Ways of living in the world ( √ ) 

3. Ways of relating with others ( √ ) 

4. Tools for integrating with the world ( √ ) 

Learn to Know Learn to Do Learn to Be and Live in Community 
Grammar & Sentence Frames 

Gerunds 

− Dancing is a great way to keep in shape. 

− Camping on the beach is a wonderful experience. 

Can 

− Can you play soccer? 

Yes, I can 

− Can she swim? 

 

Vocabulary 

Ready to play: Tell me the rules. 

− Rules to play sports and videogames 

 

 

Function 

• Describing different sports, their rules, indoor and 

outdoor activities. 

 

Discourse Markers 

Linkers: Sequential past time 

First, then, after that, finally 

Psychosocial 

 

− Being aware of one’s strengths and weaknesses 

regarding sports and activities. 

− Recognizing importance of sports to have a sense of 

belonging within a group. 

Proverbs / Quotes 

-at this stage in the game 

-ball is in your cou 
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NAME OF THE 

ACTIVITY 

 

PURPOSE OF THE 

ACTIVITY 

(objectives) 

MEDIATION STRATEGIES  
DURATION/ 

TIME: 

120 minutes/ 

3 lessons 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Let’s go to watch the 

story “Never give up? 

about interactive sport 

games” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Identify simple 

instructions and 

grammatical structure of 

the topic. 

  

Routine: Checking attendance, checking in with learners, posting and reviewing Essential 

Question, Can Do’s, and class agenda, etc. 

 

5 minutes  

 

Warm up: Students watch a video about the powerful Inspirational story “Never give up”. 

After to watch video the students have to mention 3 specific things or details that caught 

their attention. At the end of the activity, T asks to the leaners the meaning of the phrase 

“Never give up” 

 

- Teacher uses a brainstorming to write the students’ ideas on the board. 

Video link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kZlXWp6vFdE 

5 minutes 

  

  

  

  

  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kZlXWp6vFdE
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Teaching the new 

short story 

“the first 

marathon 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading the 

inspirational 

story“First 

Marathon” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use 

expressions to 

describe sports, 

videogames 

and leisure 

activities. 

 

 

 

Identify sports, 

rules, 

recreational 

activities and 

sports 

equipment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introducing 

Teacher for the first time explains the short inspirational story “THE FIRST MARATHON” by 

presenting a PPP to introduce in an inductive process the new grammar structure and vocabulary that 

the specific story contains based on leisure activities and sports equipment. T writes some examples 

on the board such as: Can 

− ¿Can you play soccer? 

Yes, I can 

-Could she need glasses to ride a bike? 

 

Reading for the first time: 

-  The professor delivers some copies to the students about the short story. Students follow the short 

story individually along with the recorded audio. Then, Ls read the story in group of four. After, T 

asks to the students what are their favorite recreational activities based on the passage. 

               Story link: https://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/short-stories/the-first-marathon 

 

Pair/Group feedback: 

Teacher asks to the students what they understood about story, what is the moral of the story and 

What are the most difficult words to pronounce according to the reading? 

Reading for the second time: 

- The teacher divides the short story into shorter sections or paragraph and asks some students to 

volunteer for reading a short part of the story and T corrects the pronunciation of each student if 

the learner makes a mistake in the pronunciation of a specific word according to the short story 

of “THE FIRST MARATHON” 

 

 15 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

25 minutes 

 

 

 

 

https://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/short-stories/the-first-marathon
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Elaborating their 

own single word 

story with their 

partners 

 

 

 

 

Elaborate 

simple 

sentences about 

sports, 

recreational 

activities to do 

in the free time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post-reading 
 

T begins the post reading by showing a virtual presentation poster about images of different sports, 

their rules, indoor and outdoor activities. Then, Ls have to describe each picture of the poster with 

the intention that each student creates a specific story naturally. Sts must use all the grammar 

structured and vocabulary according to the previous story. T starts the activity by introducing the 

phrase Once upon a time a little boy… and asks the following questions randomly in the class to 

continue creating the story: What can you tell me about those images?  What else? What is happening 

at the beginning?  Etc. Does she like to play soccer? Can you tell me what is happening at the end to 

conclude with the story? This activity requires every learner to contribute a sentence to improve the 

flow of the story. If the story has not completed yet, the turn continues to the first learner then 

followed by the next learner until the story complete. 

   
 

 

 

 

 

25 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIDACTIC MATERIALS ASSESSMENTS INSTRUMENTS TECNOLOGICAL 

EQUPMENTS 

Pen, pencil, cardboard, glue, 

masking tape, flashcards, sheets of 

paper. 

In this section, teacher applies to each student a Holistic Rubric as a formative assessment 

instrument only for the Action planning Proposal week #3. 

Computer, 

smartphones, overhead 

projector. 
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Didactic Planning Week # 4 

Level: 8th Unit: 2 

Domain: Socio-Interpersonal Scenario: Let the Good Times Roll! Theme: Up Close and Personal 

Enduring Understanding: Sports provide opportunities for personal enjoyment, challenge, self-expression and social interaction. 
Essential Question: How can sports provide a wide range of lifelong benefits and enjoyment? 

New Citizenship: 

 Dimensions  

1. Ways of thinking ( √ ) 

2. Ways of living in the world ( √ ) 

3. Ways of relating with others ( √ ) 

4. Tools for integrating with the world ( √ ) 

Learn to Know Learn to Do Learn to Be and Live in Community 

Grammar & Sentence Frames 

Can/Could 

− Can you play soccer with me on the 

weekend? 

− Could you play with me at 3:00 pm? 

− Yes, I can. 

 

Verb + ing / infinitive: like / want / would like 

− I (don’t) like going swimming.I (don’t) want  

Function 
• Describing sports´ unforgettable 

experiences. 
. 
Discourse Markers 
Linkers: Sequential past time  
There are certain rules in soccer. First, you 

cannot use your hands. Then, you have to kick 

the ball with your feet. After that, the player 

tries to pass the ball to other player. Finally, the 

winner 

Psychosocial 

 

− Respecting everyone’s opinions. 

 

− Identifying people´s behavior in different 

sports contexts. 

 

Proverbs / Quotes 
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 I would like to go to the match. 

 

Vocabulary 

Up close and personal: A day I´ll never forget 

 

• Participating at national games and 

competitions 

• Winning a competition. 

• Winning a game 

• Participating at a championship 

• Winning a medal 

 

Phonology 

Review 

team is the one that scores a goal. 
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NAME OF THE 

ACTIVITY 

 

PURPOSE OF THE 

ACTIVITY 

(objectives) 

MEDIATION STRATEGIES  
DURATION/ 

TIME: 

120 minutes/ 

3 lessons 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let’s go to play bingo 

about the Big Match 

Story by Pablo Sacristan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Understand simple 

instructions, words and 

phrases according to the 

topic. 

Pre-teaching  

Routine: Checking attendance, checking in with learners, posting and reviewing Essential 

Question, Can Do’s, and class agenda, etc. 

 

5 minutes  

Warm – up:  The Bingo is about Big Match story by Pablo Sacristán. T gives every student a 

bingo card. Sts must identify the word or the picture on their bingo card and cover the space 

with a X. The student with all the words crossed out is the winner of the bingo. It is based on 

the vocabulary that the story contains according to recreational activities and sports equipment. 

 FLASCARDS 

 

 

 5 minutes 

  

  

.   
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Introducing the 

grammar structure 

with sports and 

recreational 

activities to do in 

our free time. 

 

 

 

Reading the short 

story of the Big 

Match” by Pedro 

Pablo” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use 

expressions to 

describe sports, 

videogames 

and leisure 

activities. 

 

 

 

Understand 

most of what 

occurs in a well-

structured short 

story and the 

story’s main 

characters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introducing 

-Teacher introduces the following the short Big Match story by Pablo Sacristán to explain the new 

grammar structure that the specific story contains based sports, video games and leisure activities: 

Verb + ing / infinitive for like / want / would like to talk about likes and dislikes and possibilities.  

-T writes some examples on the board such as: 

 I (don’t) like going swimming. 

 I (don’t) want to play soccer I would like to go to the match.  

Reading for the first time: 

 - Students follow the short story individually along with the recorded audio. Then, Ls read the story 

in group of three. After, T asks to the students what are their favorite sports equipment and outdoor 

activities described in the passage. 

                                            Story link: https://freestoriesforkids.com/children/stories-and-tales/big-match 

Pair/Group feedback: 

Students takes some minutes to read the story again in pairs to find the most critical events that caught 

their attention. At this phase, Teacher gives a feedback and asks to the students what they understood 

about the story, what are the main characters, what is the setting and what are the most important 

values and main lesson according to the reading?  

Reading for the second time: 

The teacher divides the class into 4 groups. Then, each group has to create a big circle.  The teacher 

divides the story into shorter sections or small pieces for each group. Students individually have to 

read the fragments of the story according to the pauses set by the teacher for each student for each 

group. T corrects and improves the pronunciation of each student if the leaner makes an error in the 

pronunciation of a specific word or expression according to the short story of “Big Match story by 

Pablo Sacristán. 

 

 

10 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 minutes 

 

 

 

 

20minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://freestoriesforkids.com/children/stories-and-tales/big-match
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Creating their own 

storybook about 

recreational 

activities and sport 

games. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elaborate 

simple book 

story by using 

simple 

grammar 

structure based 

on the material 

given in the 

class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post-reading 

- T divides the class in four groups. Then, T delivers some sheet of papers, cardboards, markers, 

and some pictures and flashcards with specific words according to the grammar structure and the 

vocabulary used in the story described previously. After, the learners with the materials given by 

the teacher beforehand, they have to create a storybook by using all the resources necessary to 

make their personalized storybook. At the end of the activity, each group presents their own 

storybook to the rest of the class. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 

25 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

DIDACTIC MATERIALS ASSESSMENTS INSTRUMENTS TECNOLOGICAL 

EQUPMENTS 

Pen, pencil, cardboard, glue, 

masking tape, flashcards, sheets of 

paper. 

In this section, teacher applies a Classroom Observation as a formative assessment instrument 

only for the Action planning Proposal week # 4. 

Computer, 

smartphones, overhead 

projector. 
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ACTION PLAN PROPOSAL WEEK # 5 

Level: 8
th

 Unit: 2 

Domain: Socio-Interpersonal Scenario: Let the Good Times Roll! Theme: Fun times: Inside and Out 

Enduring Understanding: Sports provide opportunities for personal enjoyment, challenge, self-expression and social interaction. 
Essential Question: How can sports provide a wide range of lifelong benefits and enjoyment? 

New Citizenship: 

 Dimensions  

1. Ways of thinking ( √ ) 

2. Ways of living in the world ( √ ) 

3. Ways of relating with others ( √ ) 

4. Tools for integrating with the world ( √ ) 

Learn to Know Learn to Do Learn to Be and Live in Community 

Grammar & Sentence Frames 

yes/no Questions 

− Do you like playing soccer? 

− Does she like dancing? 

− Would you like to  ? 

 

Gerunds 

− Dancing is a great way to keep in shape. 

− Camping on the beach is a wonderful 

experience. 

Function 

Describing different sports, their rules, indoor 

and outdoor activities. 

 

Discourse Markers 
Linkers: Sequential past time 

There are certain rules in soccer. First, you 

cannot use your hands. Then, you have to kick 

the ball with your feet. After that, the player 

tries to pass the ball to another player. Finally, 

the winner 
team is the one that scores a goal. 

Psychosocial 

− Communicating clearly about oneself. 

 

− Shoot some hoops (play basketball) 

− Hang out (to join somebody to spend time together) 
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Vocabulary 

Fun times: Inside and out./ What´s your favorite?: 

 

 running, walking, cycling, skate-boarding, karate, 

gymnastics, boxing, work out, baseball, soccer, 

basketball, volleyball, sports, equipment, sailing, 

kayaking, white water rafting, swimming, 

snorkeling, scuba diving surfing, windsurfing, 

fishing, hit, throw, catch, pass, serve, shoot, hop, 

jump push, exercise, games 
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NAME OF THE 

ACTIVITY 

 

PURPOSE OF THE 

ACTIVITY 

(objectives) 

MEDIATION STRATEGIES  
DURATION/ 

TIME: 

120 minutes/ 

3 lessons 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let’s go to play Broken 

Phone to review sports 

and recreational 

activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recognize some key 

terminology from 

subject areas (labels on 

sports equipment and 

its rules). 

 

 

  

Routine: Checking attendance, checking in with learners, posting and reviewing 

Essential Question, Can Do’s, and class agenda, etc. 
5 minutes  

Participating  

 

Warm up: The Broken phone is about specific words of leisure activities, interactive outdoor 

and indoor sports based on the short story “The Spelling Summer’s Day. The teacher divides 

the class into two groups. Students must create 2 lines according to their respective group. The 

teacher whispers in his/ her ear the word or the sentence to the student who is first in the line 

of each group. Students should whisper the word or sentence mentioned by the teacher in 

correct form. The group with the most correct words or sentences is the winner. The words 

and sentences are based on vocabulary and grammatical structure according to the story and 

everything seen in class.  

5 minutes 
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Presenting the 

vocabulary seen in 

class in the 

proactive way 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let’s go guys to 

read the short 

story“The Spelling 

Summer’s Day” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recognize 

simple 

vocabulary and 

grammar 

structured 

according to the 

topic 

 

 

 

Use 

expressions to 

describe sports, 

videogames 

and leisure 

activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introducing 

Teacher introduces the short story of “The Spelling Summer’s Day”. Then, T makes a review about 

all the vocabulary and grammar structure seen in class according to different sports, outdoor and 

indoor activities and sport equipment based on the short story. T writes some examples on the 

whiteboard such as:  

Can she play tennis? 

Does she play soccer? 

Would you like to play basketball?  

-At this stage T corrects the students if they make mistakes according to the grammar and 

pronunciation of the sentences. 

Pre-reading 

- Teacher writes the title of the short story on the board “The Spelling Summer’s Day” and plays 

a video about sports and activities to review equipment and two rules per sport according to the 

story. 

Video link: https://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/spell/the-spelling-sports-day 

 

Reading for the first time: 

 - Students follow the short story individually along with the recorded audio. They read about the 

three first paragraphs. Then, T asks to the students to mention what are their favorite extreme sports 

and recreational activities from the ones described in the passage. 

 

Pair/Group feedback: 

Students take some minutes to read the short story again in pairs. Teacher gives a feedback and asks 

to the students what they understood of the story, what are the main characters, setting, values and 

what is the main lesson according to the story? 

 

Reading for the second time. 

-The teacher divides the class into two groups. Students must create 2 lines according to their 

respective group. The teacher breaks the short inspirational story into shorter sections or small 

 

15 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

15 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

10 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

20 minutes 

 

https://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/spell/the-spelling-sports-day
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Creating their own 

story in a big circle 

by using poster 

presentation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Develop simple 

sentences about 

sports, 

recreational 

activities to do 

in the free time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

pieces for each group. Students individually in each group must read the snippets of the story 

according to the pauses set by the teacher for each student for each group. At this stage, T corrects 

and improves the pronunciation of each student if the leaner student makes a mistake / error in the 

pronunciation of a specific word according to the short story of The Spelling Summer’s Day” 

Post-reading 

- T divides the class in 4 groups in the big circle. Then, T delivers some sheet of papers, posters 

presentation, markers, and some pictures and flashcards with specific words based to the grammar 

structure and the vocabulary used in the story described previously. After, the learners with the 

materials given by the teacher beforehand, they have to create a story by using all the resources 

necessary to make their personalized story. At the end of the activity, each group presents their 

own story made in the poster presentation to the rest of the class. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIDACTIC MATERIALS ASSESSMENTS INSTRUMENTS TECNOLOGICAL 

EQUPMENTS 

Pen, pencil, cardboard, glue, 

masking tape, flashcards, sheets of 

paper. 

In this section, teacher applies a Class Observation as a formative assessment instrument only for 

the Action planning Proposal week # 5. 

Computer, 

smartphones, overhead 

projector. Poster 

presentation, 

markers… 
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ACTION PLAN PROPOSAL WEEK # 6 

Level: 8th Unit: 2 

Domain: Socio-Interpersonal Scenario: Let the Good Times Roll! Theme: Ready to play: Tell me the rules 
Enduring Understanding: Sports provide opportunities for personal enjoyment, challenge, self-expression and social interaction. 
Essential Question: How can sports provide a wide range of lifelong benefits and enjoyment? 
New Citizenship: 

 Dimensions  
1. Ways of thinking ( √ ) 

2. Ways of living in the world ( √ ) 

3. Ways of relating with others ( √ ) 

4. Tools for integrating with the world ( √ ) 

Learn to Know Learn to Do Learn to Be and Live in Community 
Grammar & Sentence Frames 

Gerunds 

− Dancing is a great way to keep in shape. 

− Camping on the beach is a wonderful experience. 

Can 

− Can you play soccer? 

Yes, I can 

− Can she swim? 

 

Vocabulary 

Ready to play: Tell me the rules. 

− Rules to play sports and videogames 

Phonology 

− Two-syllable and compound words including 

consonant blends. (bl, st, and tr) 

−  

Function 

• Describing different sports, their rules, indoor and 

outdoor activities. 

 

Discourse Markers 

Linkers: Sequential past time 

First, then, after that, finally 

Psychosocial 

 

− Being aware of one’s strengths and weaknesses 

regarding sports and activities. 

− Recognizing importance of sports to have a sense of 

belonging within a group. 

Proverbs / Quotes 

-at this stage in the game 

-ball is in your cou 
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NAME OF THE 

ACTIVITY 

 

PURPOSE OF THE 

ACTIVITY 

(objectives) 

MEDIATION STRATEGIES  
DURATION/ 

TIME: 

120 minutes/ 

3 lessons 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Watching “The 

Inspirational Story of 

Ashton Peck” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Understand simple 

instructions, words and 

phrases according to the 

topic. 

  

Routine: Checking attendance, checking in with learners, posting and reviewing Essential 

Question, Can Do’s, and class agenda, etc. 

 

5 minutes  

  

Warm up: Students watch a short video story about “The Coronavirus Contagious”. 5 minutes 

 learners pay attention to specific details about the video. Then, they have to mention 3 specific 

things or details according to video story that caught their attention. After to mention the 

specific things about the video, students have to discover the moral of the story. 

 

  

- Teacher uses a brainstorming to write the students’ ideas on the board.  

Video link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rAj38E7vrS8  

  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rAj38E7vrS8
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Introducing the 

story “My Hero is 

you”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading the short 

story of “My Hero 

is you” created by 

UNICEF” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Identify sports, 

recreational 

activities and 

some health 

restrictions in 

class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Identify some 

simple 

vocabulary 

according to 

the story 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introducing 

Teacher for the first time explains and introduces the short story of “My Hero is you” created 

by UNICEF; to raise awareness in kids and teenagers about the Coronavirus and its story behind 

of this chaos around the world. T explains the importance to have good hygiene and some 

restrictions to do recreational sports: 

-Wash your hands after touching something dirty. 

-Put gel alcohol on your hands. 

-Keep the distance from people 

-Avoid to be in contact with people with asymptomatic symptoms 

-Please use masks and gloves and call 9-1-1 if you have some health problems. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pre-reading 

- Teacher writes the title of the short story on the board and plays a video about the Coronavirus 

story. At the end of the video, T asks to the students some important details that caught their 

attention about the video. 

Video link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sGYg6Kk3X1Q 

 

Reading for the first time: 

 T delivers some copies about the story. Students follow the short story individually along with the 

recorded audio. The, they read all the story in group of four. After, students mention some rules and 

alternatives to avoid and stop the contagious of this virus to flatten the curve described in the passage. 

 

Pair/Group feedback: 

-T asks to the students what they understood about the story, what is the main idea and moral of the 

20 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 minutes  

 

 

 

 

 

15 minutes  

 

 

 

 

10 minutes 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sGYg6Kk3X1Q
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Designing a 

personalized story 

in a big circle with 

my partners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elaborate 

simple 

sentences about 

sports, 

recreational 

activities and 

some sport 

rules. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

short story and what recommendations are the best to put into practice during the pandemic? 

Reading for the second time; 

T divides the class into 3 sections or groups. The students have to create a big circle according to 

their respective groups. Then, the teacher divides the short story into shorter sections or sentences, 

and asks some students to volunteer randomly for reading a short part of the story. T corrects the 

pronunciation of each student if the leaner makes an error in the pronunciation of a specific word, 

phrases and expressions according to the short story of “My Hero is you” created by UNICEF 

Post-reading 

Teachers divides the students in three groups and shows some specific pictures for each group. The 

groups have to create a short story in the big circle with their partners about how to practice sports 

with some health restrictions in the country. After, the 3 groups have to present their short stories to 

the rest of the class.  They have to describe some alternatives and rules to stop the contagious outside. 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

15 minutes  

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 minutes 

 

 

 

DIDACTIC MATERIALS ASSESSMENTS INSTRUMENTS TECNOLOGICAL 

EQUPMENTS 

Pen, pencil, cardboard, glue, 

masking tape, flashcards, sheets of 

paper. 

In this section, teacher applies a Classroom Observation as a formative assessment instrument 

only for the Action planning Proposal week #6. 

Computer, 

smartphones, overhead 

projector. 
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3.5.1 Description of deliberate intervention applied  

Explaining the importance to carry out this educational project through the development 

of Storytelling Activities, as an interactive teaching technique is based on the improvement of 

speaking skill performance in teenagers; focusing on specific activities according to the action 

plan. Activities are applied according to the reading and speaking procedures, creating a 

description of deliberate strategies applied during the development of the Action Plan Proposal. 

It was used by adapting the new planning “Action Oriented Approach” by taking into 

consideration what were the strengths and weaknesses of the young learners. 

 Reading and Speaking activities: 

Before carrying out the Reading and Speaking activities, students receive the vocabulary 

about the theme, using technology as smartphones, computers, tablets and PowerPoint 

presentation as well as pictures, games related to real inspirational life stories among others. 

According to this perspective from another point of view, in the mediation activities we have 

designed interactive and cooperative stories according to their English Level about the Unit 2 of 

eighth grade, in this manner, we have divided the reading activities in 3 parts.  

In the first section, we have used a pre- reading by watching a video before reading the 

story, creating a special perspective to prepare the students about the different events and actions 

according the selected story. In the second section, we start introducing the specific story by 

using a recorded audio that learners must listen following the narrative text, after that they must 

respond some questions based on the reading comprehension. In the third section, the teacher 

divides the passage or the short story into shorter sections or sentences, and asks some students 

to volunteer for reading a short part of the story, and answer each question according to reading   

comprehension of short Inspirational Story. Finally, Learners at the end of class to put into 



93 
 

 

practice their knowledge, they will be able to develop the tasks for the production part; 

improving their speaking performance by developing the teaching technique in the action plan 

proposal.
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CHAPTER 4 

FINDINGS 

. 
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4.1 Data analysis  

Based on the approach presented by Thornbury (2005), he states that “speaking is so 

much a part of daily life that we take it for granted. The average person produces tens of 

thousands of words a day, although some people may produce even more that” (p.8). 

Applying this statement from another perception, in English classes the students must develop 

different strategies, procedures and techniques, speaking is the best option to take into account 

in the learning process, but first the leaners must improve their reading, listening and writing 

skills. Complementing this utterance in a deeper analysis, the questionnaire answered by the 

teachers from the Cartagena Technical High school,  they think that speaking skill has an 

important role in our academic system in Costa Rica, but students must be prepared for any 

real task in their professional lives; resulting a good divergence that speaking ability has an 

important position, contrasting the importance of improving other essential skills for learners 

in acquisition to learn English as a second language. 

From the results obtained by Harmer (1998), he mentions that: “We spend a lot of our 

time telling other people stories and anecdotes about what happened to us and other people. 

Students need to be able to tell stories in English, too (p.127).” By exploring his outcomes 

according to telling stories in the classroom, there are different ways to improve the student´s 

speaking production; not just using a specific procedure to put into action during the teaching 

process. Creating a sophisticated contrast in this statement, based on the questionnaire answered 

by the teachers from Cartagena, they contemplate by using Storytelling technique has multiple 

pedagogical advantages to increase the student’s fluency and pronunciation, providing a good 

environment in the learning process and the leaners can feel more motivated to understand better 

English. From another perspective, using storytelling has some disadvantages according to the 
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professors’ answers, it can very difficult to implement this academic strategy, it will take too 

much time and is not interesting for all students. Explaining this aspect, storytelling technique is 

a good tool never before implemented in English classes, each professor must look for different 

procedures to improve the students’ speaking production applying different pedagogical 

techniques, not just telling stories. 

The most interesting approach to this data analysis has been proposed by Zaro and 

Salaberri (1995) “Storytelling is a relaxed and entertaining activity and so it can become 

enjoyable for everyone which in turn creates a better attitude in the learner toward learning 

and using the language” (p.5). By using storytelling, students will be able to understand 

specific vocabulary in a new process never seen before in English class. It shows that 

storytelling has always played a significant role in students’ growth. Contrasting this 

recommendation explained above, there are different pedagogical techniques that each teacher 

can use during the development of the teaching process; with the aim of improving the 

student’s skills in the classroom. Currently, the English teachers can implement storytelling by 

using realia as a tool to provide a meaningful vocabulary, putting into practice different 

procedures and modified steps; to design something sophisticated to teach English as a second 

language in our educational system. 

Nonetheless, most of the previous studies do not take into account that “There are some 

procedures that can be followed by teachers in applying storytelling in teaching speaking” 

(Thornbury, 2005, p. 263).By applying this perception from another criteria, storytelling strategy 

can be implemented in different ways, using multiple alternatives and modified steps that 

storyteller must lead to achieve a good accomplishment in English classes. We explore the 

possibility of using storytelling by modifying this procedure based on the new planning Action 
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Oriented Approach. Adapting all the mediations activities according to each lesson plan, we 

discover a new performance to take into account by implementing story activities in different 

tasks. Complementing this exceptional detail, the results obtain according to the virtual interview 

with the Santa Cruz English Advisor, she answered that there are countless procedures of using 

storytelling to improve the student’s speaking performance, but it depends on the academic 

program to adapt storytelling mediations activities with the new planning. Keeping the sense of 

this standpoint, Storytelling is a wonderful tool to enhance student’s imagination and creativity. 

If students are engaged in the activity, they will produce more in the target language  

4.2 Questionnaire Findings 

The following questionnaire was applied to 5 English professors from the Cartagena 

Technical High school, circuit 3, Santa Cruz Regional office, 2020. Explicitly, the main purpose 

of this questionnaire is to know the teachers’ perception about “The Implementation of 

Storytelling Technique to Improve students’ speaking skill performance in Eighth graders at 

Cartagena Technical High School”. The information collected in this investigation will be 

preserved confidentially. 
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80%

20%

Participants' gender 

Female Male

Table N°5 

Participants’ gender  

 

                                                   Female                             Male                               Total  

                                                AF          RF                  AF           RF                   AF           RF 

 

1. What is your Gender?         4              80%               1              20%                 5            100% 

 

Source: Questionnaire applied to English Teachers at Cartagena Technical High School, 2020. 

Graph N°5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Table N°5 
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The results of the question number 1 are explained below: 4 teachers representing 80% of the 

population are female. Complementing this exceptional result, 1 professor that represent 20% of 

the population is a male. 

Table N°6 

Participants’ professional category 

                                                            MT5                               MT6                           Total  

                                                     AF           RF                  AF           RF               AF           RF 

 

2. What is your Professional     3             75%                 2               25%            5            100% 

                Category? 

Source: Questionnaire applied to English Teachers at Cartagena Technical High School, 2020. 

Graph N°6 

 

75%

25%

Participants' professional category

MT5 MT6
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Source: Table N°6 

 According to the results of the questionnaire about their professional category, 3 teachers 

have a MT5 category. Meanwhile, only 2 teachers have a MT6 level. This section shows the 

professors from the Cartagena High School have an excellent professional category. 

Table N°7 

Participants ‘work status 

                                                           Tenure                         Temporal                        Total  

                                                     AF           RF                  AF           RF               AF           RF 

 

3. What is your Profession           4             80%                 1              20%             5            100% 

                Status? 

Source: Questionnaire applied to English Teachers at Cartagena Technical High School, 2020. 

Graph N°7 

 

Temporal

80%

Tenure

20%

Participants' work status

Temporal Tenure
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Source: Table N°7 

 Explaining the results of the graph N°7, only 4 teachers from Cartagena Technical High 

school have a Temporary Profession Status. Constructively, 1 professor has a Tenured profession 

status in this public institution. 

 

Table # 8 

Participants’ years of teaching experience 

                                                              8-13 years                    15-18 years                      Total  

                                                           AF           RF                  AF           RF               AF           RF 

 

4.  How many years of experience do you          3            60%                 2             40%             5           100%            

        have as an English teacher? 

                 

Source: Questionnaire applied to English Teachers at Cartagena Technical High School 2020. 
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Graph N#8

 

Source: Table N°8 

 By exploring the data analysis of the graph N°8, specifically 3 teachers from the 

Cartagena Technical High school have around 8 to 13 years of experience working as a 

certificate English teacher. The previous results show that 2 professors have precisely between 

15 to 18 years of experience working as excellent English professors. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

8-13 years

60%15-18

40%

Participants’ years of teaching experience

8-13 years 15-18
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5 5 5

0 0 00 0 0
0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

120%

1. Do you know what

storytelling is?

2. Have you ever used

Storytelling?

3. Do you consider

Storytelling technique is a

gool tool to improve your

speaking level?

Yes No N/A

Table #9 

Teachers’ opinion about the definition and importance of storytelling technique 

                                                                    Yes                     No                    N/A                        Total  

                                                               AF      RF           AF      RF          AF      RF            AF         RF 

1. Do you know what storytelling is?                5           100%         0         0%          0         0%             5         100% 

       

2. Have you ever used Storytelling?                  5           100%         0         0%          0         0%             5         100% 

  

 

3. Do you consider Storytelling technique is     5           100%          0         0%          0         0%             5         100%? 

  a good tool to improve your speaking level? 

 

  Source: Questionnaire applied to English Teachers at Cartagena Technical High School, 2020. 

Graph N#9 

Teachers’ opinion about the definition and importance of storytelling technique  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Table #9 
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Analysis and Interpretation 

By explaining the results from the question # 1 about what storytelling is? The 5 teachers 

from the Cartagena Technical High school that represent the 100% of the population recognizes 

the storytelling definition, and how to implement this technique in the classroom. 

Complementing these important results, we conclude that the teachers from this technical high 

school have already used this strategy to improve the student’s oral production in English 

classes. 

Exploring the outcomes obtained from the question # 2 about the use Storytelling. The 

five teachers that represent the 100% of the population, they have ever used storytelling in their 

English classes. Demonstrating the importance of using storytelling technique to improve the 

students’ speaking production. After analyzing the previous results, the English professors are 

able to recognize and understand the advantages of applying storytelling in the classroom to 

enhance the students’ motivation. 

Examining the upshots from the question # 3 about if they consider that storytelling 

technique is a good tool to improve your speaking level; the teachers answers yes, it means that 

100% of the population agrees that storytelling technique is an amazing tool to enhance their 

speaking level. According to the previous results, storytelling can be very necessary for teachers 

to update their English level and update themselves by knowing different words, phrases and 

more important tasks to increase their speaking level. 
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Table N°10 

Teacher’s opinions about story telling techniques and oral skills performance 

                                                                    Yes                     No                       N/A                        Total  

                                                               AF       RF          AF       RF          AF       RF            AF         RF 

4. Do you consider storytelling techniques          5        100%          0         0%          0         0%           5           100% 

can increase student’s motivation?                  

       

5. Do you think that storytelling technique          5        100%          0         0%          0         0%           5           100% 

can help teachers to enhance oral skills? 

 

6. Do you consider that teaching oral skill           3         60%           2         40%         0         0%          5         100%? 

is easy? 

 

Source: Questionnaire applied to English Teachers at Cartagena Technical High School, 2020. 

 

Graph N°10 

Teacher’s opinions about story telling techniques and oral skills performance   

Source: Table # 10 
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Analysis and Interpretation 

Gathering the outcomes obtained from the question # 6 about if they consider that 

storytelling techniques can increase student’s motivation? The 5 teachers from the Cartagena 

Technical High School that represent the 100% of the population according to the applied 

questionnaire, they agree that storytelling is powerful and useful approach to increase the students’ 

motivation in the classroom. Explaining this perception based on the teachers’ answers, by using 

storytelling strategy has multiple advantages to take into consideration in English classes; 

improving the student’s attitude during the teaching process. Complementing this result from 

another outlook, storytelling is advantageous to create a good environment and motivate the 

students to learn variety of words in the new procedure never implemented before in English 

classes.  

We can now proceed analyzing the previous results from the question # 5 about if they 

think  that Storytelling Technique can help teacher to enhance oral skills; the five teachers that 

represent the 100% of the population, they agree that storytelling is a powerful and enriching 

procedure to enhance their oral skills in the classroom. Emphasizing the importance of 

storytelling to improve the teachers’ speaking skills. Concluding with the aforementioned data 

analysis, storytelling is beneficial for students and teachers to increase their lexical cohesion.  

The findings for the data analysis from the question # 6 about if they consider that 

teaching oral skill is easy; explaining this outcome in a simple way, the 3 teachers that represent 

the 60% of the population, they describe that teaching speaker is easy to create a good 

atmosphere in English classes, necessary to enhance the student’s listening skills. Despite the 

fact, 2 teachers representing the 40% based on the graph # 10, they disagree that teaching oral 
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skill is easy. The explanation according to their answers, they think that to teach speaking 

represents a huge challenge in the English classes. 

Written questionnaire responses 

An important implication of these findings based precisely on the written questionnaire 

responses applied to English teachers from the Cartagena Technical High school, this are the 

responses obtained and which are transcribed as they were answered based on the following 

written questions: 

a. Write some advantages of using storytelling techniques in the classroom: 

Increase fluency and pronunciation. 

- Students can understand better English. 

- Provide a good environment in the classroom. 

- Increase the student’s motivation creating a good atmosphere. 

- It is easy to implement and manage with the whole class. 

b. Write some disadvantages of using story telling techniques in the classroom: 

-It will take too much time. 

-Using this technique can be very difficult in English classes. 

-It is not interesting for all the students. 

-Not just telling stories the students can increase their knowledge. 

-It can be so hard to create a specific pedagogical material necessary for this technique. 
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Explaining the teachers’ answer according to the storytelling disadvantages in English 

classes, they contemplate that this strategy can be so difficult to implement it in the classroom. 

Giving an extraordinary highlight according to this technique, Storytelling is an innovative 

procedure to develop in the perfect method, the time is required to create pedagogical material 

for this strategy. Capturing the students´ attention by telling stories can be very hard for the 

teachers, because not all the students could show a special interest applying storytelling in class. 

The most important data the researchers found based on the teachers’ reactions about the 

disadvantages of using storytelling, the technique is not perfect, but the educators can take 

advantage to develop it in a cooperative environment, because all pedagogical systems in 

education are necessary to improve the student’s skills to produce more target language, showing 

that each strategy that exist in education matters to enhance  the leaners’ lexical cohesion as a 

part of the learning process. 

Understanding the storytelling advantages based on the teacher’s responses, this strategy 

can be so heartening, interactive and powerful procedure to enhance the student´s skills in the 

classroom, keeping the main sense according to this method, it can a great promotion for 

teachers from the Cartagena Technical High school. Explaining this utterance academically, 

telling stories is useful to increase the student’s motivation providing a good environment in the 

improvement about the classroom management and it is easy to implement with the whole class. 

In conclusion, storytelling is a perfect technique to apply with the learners in the teaching 

process, not everything that glitters is gold, but the teachers must implement more cooperative 

pedagogical methods; changing the old fashion classes by using a wonderful technique and the 

best way to get this achievement is telling stories in English classes. 
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80%

20%

Participants' gender 

Female Male

4.3 Survey Findings 

The following survey was applied to 5 English professors from the Cartagena Technical 

High school, circuit 3, Santa Cruz Regional office, 2020. Explicitly, the main purpose of this 

survey is to know about “The Implementation of Storytelling Technique to Improve students’ 

speaking skill performance in Eighth graders at Cartagena Technical High School”. The 

information collected in this investigation will be preserved confidentially. 

Table N°11 

Participants’ gender  

                                                   Female                             Male                               Total  

                                                AF          RF                  AF           RF                   AF           RF 

 

1. What is your Gender?         4              80%               1              20%                 5            100% 

 

Source: Questionnaire applied to English Teachers at Cartagena Technical High School, 2020. 

Graph N°11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Table N°11 
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The results of the question number 1 are explained below: 4 teachers representing 80% of the 

population are female. Complementing this exceptional result, 1 professor that represent 20% of 

the population is a male. 

Table N°12 

Participants’ professional category 

                                                            MT5                               MT6                           Total  

                                                     AF           RF                  AF           RF               AF           RF 

 

2. What is your Professional     3             75%                 2               25%            5            100% 

                Category? 

Source: Questionnaire applied to English Teachers at Cartagena Technical High School, 2020.  

Graph   N°12

 

Source: Table N°12 
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 According to the results of the questionnaire about their professional category, 3 teachers 

have a MT5 category. Meanwhile, only 2 teachers have a MT6 level. This section shows the 

professors from the Cartagena High School have an excellent Professional Category. 

Table N°13 

Participants ‘work status 

                                                           Tenure                         Temporal                        Total  

                                                     AF           RF                  AF           RF               AF           RF 

 

3. What is your Profession           4             80%                 1              20%             5            100% 

                Status? 

Source: Questionnaire applied to English Teachers at Cartagena Technical High School, 2020. 

Graph N°13 

 

Source: Table N°13 
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 Explaining the results of the graph N°13, only 4 teachers from Cartagena Technical High 

school have a temporary profession status. Constructively, 1 professor has a tenured profession 

status in this public institution. 

Table # 14 

Participants’ years of teaching experience 

 

                                                                    8-13 years                    15-18 years                      Total  

                                                                 AF           RF                  AF           RF               AF           RF 

 

        4.  How many years of experience do you       3            60%                 2             40%             5           100%            

   have as an English teacher? 

                 

Source: Questionnaire applied to English Teachers at Cartagena Technical High School. 2020. 

Graph N#14

 

Source: Table N°14 
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 By exploring the data analysis of the graph N°14, specifically 3 teachers from the 

Cartagena Technical High school have around 8 to 13 years of experience working as a 

certificate English teacher. The previous results show that 2 professors have precisely between 

15 to 18 years of experience working as excellent English professors.  
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1.Do you think that the

implementation of Storytelling

can improve meaningfully

pronunciation grammar,

vocabulary, and oral

production?

2. Do you think that

Storytelling can improve

student´s confidence to speak

English in the classroom?

3.As a teacher, could you

implement storytelling

activities in your classes more

than once?

Yes No

Table #15 

Teacher’s opinion about the benefits of the storytelling techniques in the English teaching process 

                                                                                    Yes                                        No                                           Total  

                                                                               AF      RF                    AF      RF                    AF         RF 

1.Do you think that the implementation of                            5         100%                 0          0%                  5          100%            

Storytelling can improve meaningfully pronunciation, 

 grammar, vocabulary, and oral production? 

 

2. Do you think that Storytelling can improve student´s        5         100%                 0          0%                5          100%            

confidence to speak English in the classroom? 

 

3.As a teacher, could you implement storytelling                 5          100%                  0          0%                 5         100%            

  activities in your classes more than once? 

 Source: Questionnaire applied to English Teachers at Cartagena Technical High School, 2020. 

Graph N#15 

Teacher’s opinion about the benefits of the story telling techniques in the English teaching process 
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Analysis and Interpretation 

  Discovering the results obtained from the question about their opinion the 

implementation of Storytelling to improve meaningfully pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, 

and oral production? The five teachers that represents the 100 % of the population from the 

Cartagena Technical High school, they agree that the implementation of storytelling is powerful 

tool to enhance meaningfully the students’ skills, and other areas necessary for them to be 

prepared for any task in the target language.  

 In this action research paper, we explore the outcomes from the question # 2 about if they 

think that Storytelling can improve student´s confidence to speak English in the classroom; 

teachers think that storytelling is vital to improve the students’ confidence in the class. 

Concluding the importance of using this procedure in English class, the students can feel more 

comfortable to participate in a cooperative environment. Gathering the previous results, the five 

teachers that represent the 100% of the population, they agree according to storytelling benefits.  

Emphasizing the findings based on the data analysis from the question # 3 about if they 

could implement story telling activities in their classes more than once? The 5 teachers from the 

Cartagena Technical High School representing the 100 % of the population, they consider that it 

is necessary to implement storytelling activities in English classroom. Now, the research can 

derive telling stories is a proactive strategy to increase the student’s attitude; creating specific 

pedagogical material according to the teacher’s goals. Using the previous results, the professors 

would obtain multiple benefits implementing this technique required for learners in the 

acquisition to learn a new language. 
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4. Do you consider that teachers should implement

storytelling activities more often in English classes?

5.As a teacher, do you agree that Storytelling could

improve your speaking skill performance

significantly in class?

Yes No

Table #16 

Teachers opinion about the implementation of storytelling techniques and the improvement of 

students´ speaking performance. 

                                                                                    Yes                                        No                                           Total  

                                                                               AF      RF                    AF      RF                    AF         RF 

    4. Do you consider that teachers should implement          5         100%                 0          0%                    5       100%            

        storytelling activities more often in English classes? 

 

   5.As a teacher, do you agree that Storytelling could          5        100%                  0          0%                    5       100%            

      improve your speaking skill performance significantly 

      in class? 

 Source: Questionnaire applied to English Teachers at Cartagena Technical High School, 2020. 

Graph N#16 

Teachers opinion about the implementation of storytelling techniques and the improvement of 

students´ speaking performance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Table #16 
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Analysis and Interpretation 

Based on the question # 4 about if the teachers should implement storytelling activities 

more often in English classes. All the teachers from Cartagena that represent the 100 % of the 

population answered that each professor should implement storytelling more frequently in the 

classroom. According to this result explained above, storytelling is an advantageous strategy to 

improve the students’ skills that the teachers should use more than once in English classes 

according to the professors’ answers from the previous question.  

Now, the researcher can proceed analyzing the data analysis from the question # 5 about 

if they agree that storytelling could improve your speaking skill performance significantly in 

class.  Explaining this question from another academic perception, according to the 5 teachers’ 

responses that represent the 100 % of the population based on the applied survey, they 

contemplate as an English teacher by using storytelling technique can improve their students´ 

speaking skill performance during the teaching process. Updating their vocabulary, 

pronunciation, and how to express different words applying perfect intonation, capturing the 

student's attention and deliberating a good scenario in the English class. 
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4.4 Interview Findings 

 The following virtual interview was applied to Santa Cruz Regional English Advisor, MEP. 

The main purpose of this interview is to know her perception about The Implementation of 

Storytelling Technique to Improve students’ speaking skill performance in Eighth graders at 

Cartagena Technical High School”. District 03, Santa Cruz Regional Office. 2020. The 

information collected in this investigation will be preserved confidentially. 

1-What do you think about the importance of using storytelling technique in English classes? 

-Literature gives so many wonderful opportunities to be used in the English teaching and learning 

process and Storytelling as part of it, it isn’t an exception. Story telling is a technique that allows 

students to: 

• Enhance their creativity and imagination 

• Enrich their vocabulary 

• Work more their critical thinking skills 

• Improve their self confidence 

• Create a nice atmosphere in the class 

• Connected the new knowledge to their own context and emotions 

Emphasizing her wonderful words according to the first question, it is very important to 

recognize that the literal world by using storytelling is very advantageous to improve the students’ 

speaking production to produce more in the target language. Obviously, there are different 

opportunities for learners to learn a second language, and this technique is not exception to take 

into consideration in the learning process. In this way, the students can acquire new knowledge in 

the acquisition to learn English by applying story telling in our educational system. 
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2-According to the new technological era, do you think each English professor should use a 

specific technique to teach English as a second language in Costa Rica? 

-No necessary, teacher has a variety of options to do their process of teaching more dynamic and 

effective. Nowadays, Technology offers many applications, platforms that teachers can take them 

into account to improve their teaching. Teachers need to have the knowledge of many techniques 

to decide which one can use to have meaningful classes. 

Contributing to her astounding words from the second question, in our educational system 

the English teachers have multiple opportunities to implement different techniques with the 

possibility to enhance the students’ lexical cohesion, getting a new perspective how to teach 

English in another process. Taking the most important strategies to apply something new in the 

classroom, it depends on the teachers’ decisions to have a good interaction with the learners; 

working with them in a proactive atmosphere by using cooperative methods rarely developed in 

English classes. It’s for those reasons mentioned beforehand, Teachers must be updated for any 

necessary requirements to further improve the way of teaching English in Costa Rica. 

3-Do you think the English teachers should use more than one Storytelling technique to teach 

English as a second language? 

-It depends. First of all, teachers must know what storytelling is, what are the stages and 

how to use them effectively in their classes.  Teachers can use one or two depending on the topic 

and the level of their students. Storytelling is a rich technique that can be used in many levels of 

proficiency. 
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Explaining the previous question from another standard, storytelling is a pedagogical 

strategy that has specific stages to take into account during the teaching process. Complementing 

this aspect, if the teachers want to use this procedure in their English classes, they must know how 

to apply it, putting into practice the criteria for selecting a specific story according the students’ 

proficiency level. Not just telling stories can improve the students’ skills in the classroom, there 

are different options to look for an explicit procedure according to the students’ needs. 

4- What do you think about advantages of using storytelling in English classes? Could the students 

improve their four skills in the acquisition to learn a new language by using this technique during 

the learning process? 

-Storytelling is a technique that can be used to enhance listening (because students have to pay 

attention to understand the story and discriminate the sounds and the words. 

-Speaking (students can re tell the story using their own words and practice intonation, 

pronunciation. They can change the end of the story using their own words)  

-Reading (students can read the stories in order to understand it better after they listen to it. 

-Writing (they can write about their own emotions about the story and about what they have learned 

through the story telling process) 

Teachers can be creative and dynamic and make decisions about what kind of techniques they can 

use in the English class. That is why teachers need to be updated and look for new strategies to 

motivate our students to learn the new language. 

Concluding with her previous analysis, storytelling is a meaningful technique that has 

different advantages and disadvantages. This academic strategy is not perfect, but it has multiple 

applications in the English classes, becoming a powerful and interactive procedure to develop in 
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the classroom; to increase the student’s confidence and improving their four skills in a proactive 

way. 

5-Do you agree the use of storytelling Strategy could improve the teaching process in the 

classroom? 

Yes, I totally agree. Storytelling is a wonderful tool to enhance student’s imagination and 

creativity. If students are engaged in the activity, they will produce more in the target language. 

Based on the aforementioned answer, now the teachers can proceed analyzing that 

storytelling is a stunning tool to improve the students’ skills in the classroom, creating a new way 

to enhance the teaching process. By using this technique in English classes, the students can 

navigate a new literal world where their imagination can be explored without limits. According to 

this perception, the teachers must know how to use storytelling to implement it in perfect manner, 

creating an upright atmosphere; where all the leaners can feel freely to express their feelings and 

emotions with confidence.  
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CHAPTER 5 

REFLECTIONS 
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5.1 Reflections 

It was a stunning experience to work and help eight grade students to enhance their 

speaking production in the classroom. When carrying out this research project, researchers felt 

motivated and enthusiastic to guide the students to learn English by using a new strategy rarely 

developed in our educational system in Costa Rica. The present action research paper helped the 

learners to identify their strengths and weaknesses according to the diagnostic speaking 

production. It is worth noting some reflections to consider for the future practices knowing the 

learners’ needs to enhance their speaking ability in English classes. Nowadays, the teenagers 

from the Cartagena Technical High School have new challenges to learn English by developing 

different techniques never before implemented in class. Some students from this public 

institution do not want to pay attention to the teachers for the old-fashioned method they 

commonly used in the classroom. Changing this reflection from another statement, Storytelling 

changed everything in the way to improve the students’ weaknesses based on their speaking 

performance.   

Presenting these reflections from a strategic point of view, according to the teachers’ role 

in our academic system, they have some challenges based on the students’ attitudes and some 

implications about the implementation of different strategies to put into practice in the learning 

process. Each teacher has the opportunity to analyze, and understand the environment in which 

students can feel motivated to develop an active and cooperative process in the classroom. 

Explaining this statement pedagogically, the teachers are the guides of the students to improve 

their knowledge, weaknesses and perceptions in their theoretical preparation. Giving an 

extraordinary result, English teachers must apply sophisticated strategies according the new 

changes in this technological age, where the technology can be very useful for students and 
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professors. Taking advantage about educational technology, in this inclusive world the teenagers 

can learn more interactive things in a communicative atmosphere more than ever. Based on the 

teacher´s role in educational technology, giving a stunning reflection, the professors must be 

updated and prepared for the new implications to produce and implement more academic 

methods using technology as a part of the educational career. 

Academically, based on the storytelling improvements by using a clever perspective, to 

collaborate the reflections for this examination in a systematic contribution, nowadays, 

storytelling is changing the way to improve the students’ motivation in the classroom to produce 

more in target language. In Costa Rica, the English teachers must be updated for the new 

challenges to give most important perfection to keep the learners’ attention during the teaching 

process, creating a sophisticated intervention to find multiples strategies according to the 

teenagers’ needs. To proceed analyzing the storytelling practicability, this technique is not 

commonly used in English classes, and our educational system is not exception, the causes can 

be the difficulty and ignorance of how to carry out this method during the teaching process. To 

summarize the most imperative facts for this action research paper, the teachers are the key to the 

wisdom of students to prepare them for any academic task, storytelling is becoming an 

interactive procedure to implement it in alternative stages to enhance the students proficiency 

level; generating a positive process to be an inclusive technique for all the learners in the 

acquisition to produce more in English as a second language. 

 For the future implications, according to the Action Plan Proposal, for the researchers it 

was considered a new challenge to adapt the mediation activities in the new teaching process, 

becoming a wonderful reflection to be analyzed with determination. Taking advantage for this 
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implication, the researcher carried out some changes to implement Storytelling in a sophisticated 

learning process. Complementing this reflection, storytelling requires the elaboration of new 

interactive materials necessary for teachers to catch the student’s attention in the classroom. By 

telling stories, the professor must have the criteria to select a good story according to the leaners’ 

needs and analyze the possible materials required to carry out this technique in English classes. 

Getting specific result, the creation of pedagogical materials according to storytelling can be so 

hard for teachers, because it demands a lot of time elaborating flashcards, pictures, looking for  

stories based on students’ proficiency and the application of ICT in the teaching process, 

becoming a real limitation for educators to develop this procedure in their classes. 

During the exploration process, Storytelling is a perfect strategy to improve the students’ 

skills during the teaching process. Some findings and suggestions during the development of this 

action research paper based precisely on the results obtained from the questionnaire, all the 

teachers from the Cartagena Technical High School recognize the importance of using a new 

technique during the learning process and the best way to get this goal is by applying 

storytelling. Explaining the teachers’ attitude toward the technique, English teachers agree that 

storytelling is unquestionably good for engaging and motivating the students to participate in a 

practical environment. In this way, learners can improve their English level through literature, 

obtaining immediate results to produce more in the target language. It’s for those analytical 

reflections, the researchers would not change Storytelling for another method. They would 

improve the same technique to go beyond educational limits looking for new changes to improve 

the students' English level. 
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5.2 Plan for further action  

The development of this action research paper intends to improve the students’ speaking 

skill performance through the implementation of Storytelling Technique, in Eighth graders at 

Cartagena Technical High School.  The application of this research will provide students with 

better speaking situations during the learning process to improve their proficiency with the aim 

of increasing their knowledge using this innovative teaching technique in class. In order to 

achieve this, the researcher will explore different Storytelling activities that can be used in 

English classes to engage teenagers and motivate them to speak fluently without fear.  

The results obtained from different academic studies described previously, the researcher 

will change multiples strategies in the way to implement storytelling technique in English 

classes. Analyzing the final results according to the virtual interview applied to Santa Cruz 

Regional English Advisor, taking advantage of her answers, storytelling has multiple steps and 

modified procedures specifically to enhance the student’s skills fundamental in the acquisition to 

learn English a second language. Describing this utterance in a simple style, the investigator will 

do some extraordinary changes according to this research to put into consideration in the 

classroom: 

1- According to the student’s needs to enhance their English level, the researcher will 

implement storytelling technique to improve their reading skills in class, knowing 

their perception and thoughts throughout the development of this action research 

paper. 

2- Telling stories can be so difficult for teachers to elaborate pedagogical material, the 

best way to solve this problem is using technology to save time and money, in this 
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process, the teachers and students would feel more confidents and relaxed to 

cooperate and participate in the proactive environment.  

3- Not all the students may like this method during the teaching process, becoming a 

new difficulty for this action research, in this case the teacher must look for 

alternative and attractive strategies to catch the student’s attention and raise 

awareness among the teenagers about the importance of reading to improve their 

lexical cohesion. Literature can open up a new world where teens can learn important 

values and enhance their motivation to learn English by using storytelling as a 

delightful technique. 

4- Storytelling is an active technique that the researcher will complement by using 

Realia or implementing R.A.P to improve the students’ pronunciation. According to 

this change, the investigator will mix techniques to create a wonderful content in the 

research paper. 
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CHAPTER 6 

CONCLUSIONS 
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6.1 Analysis and outcomes of the research questions 

Based on this academic study that has been carried out, it is possible to conclude that the 

action research questions of the Implementation of Storytelling Technique to Improve students’ 

Speaking skill performance in Eighth graders at Cartagena Technical High School looks forward 

to clarify the results obtained to provide professional guidance on some essential aspects that the 

research has found throughout the development of this pedagogical exploration: 

-The most relevance outcomes according to the first research question about why is it 

necessary to implement Storytelling Technique to improve the students’ speaking skill in class? 

The researcher found an extraordinary conclusion according to this perspective, the students 

from the Cartagena Technical High school are tired about the conventional classes during the 

teaching process, looking for a good solution to this situation , the best way to solve this problem 

from its roots is by using interactive procedures rarely developed in English classes. Storytelling 

is an innovative technique to enhance the students´ speaking performance with the intention to 

create a cooperative process, where the teens can feel more motivated to learn English by 

applying this method from another alternative.  

-Another conclusion based on the second research question about what other areas will 

students develop using Storytelling technique in English class? It has been demonstrated that 

storytelling is useful to improve the student´s skills in the classroom. Showing the final outcomes 

for this enquiry based on the mediation activities of the action plan proposal, the research 

developed different strategies to improve precisely the learners’ speaking production, The 

investigator realized that during the development of the activities, the students can improve other 

important aspects such as fluency, intonation, listening, writing, and reading skills during the 
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teaching process. In brief, storytelling has many advantages to take into consideration in English 

classes, according to this powerful outcome, the teachers can use the literal world to increase the 

learners’ vocabulary to produce more in the target language. 

-From the professional upshot of our investigation, it is possible to conclude the most 

relevant answer of the last research question how does the use of storytelling Strategy improve 

the teaching process in the classroom? The professor has the pedagogical opportunity to 

implement storytelling knowing its stages and modified procedures during the teaching process, 

creating an interactive and communicative environment, where the learners can feel more 

relaxed and inspired to learn English by using this remarkable technique. There are several 

implications related to the criteria for selecting a good story, the teacher must be careful in this 

inspection, because not all stories are good, and not all students show interest during the 

development of this method in English classes. To conclude with these implications described 

previously, Storytelling can build a new inclusive literal world to specifically enhance the 

teaching process, necessary for teachers to develop multiple academic strategies and interactive 

techniques according to storytelling applications in the classroom.  

6.2 General outcomes  

In conclusion, it is evident that this study has been carried out to explain and simplify the 

most relevant deductions according to the implementation of storytelling technique to improve 

the learners’ oral performance at the Cartagena Technical High school. Based on the results 

obtained throughout the development of this action research paper, the researcher has concluded 

with the following assumptions: 
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• Teachers from this institution agree that storytelling is powerful and useful approach to 

increase the students’ motivation in the classroom.  

• Storytelling telling technique is useful to create a good environment and motivate the 

students to learn a variety of words in English classes. 

• Storytelling is a powerful and enriching technique to enhance the teachers and students’ 

oral skills in the classroom.  

• This strategy can be a heartening, interactive and powerful procedure to enhance the 

student´s skills in the classroom and increase the student’s motivation and classroom 

management.; it means that can provide a good environment. 

• Storytelling might present some disadvantages during the learning process, becoming a 

real difficulty for teachers to use this method in the classroom if their students do not like 

it. 

• The learners can feel more comfortable to participate in a cooperative environment. 

• Story telling techniques give teachers so many wonderful opportunities in the English 

teaching and learning process. 

• The use of storytelling is valuable to improve the students’ speaking production in the 

target language. 

6.3 Strengths according to the data collected 

This action research paper is a modest contribution to the ongoing strengths that the 

researcher has found throughout the development of this pedagogical study under exploration: 

• The students from this institution has an excellent English level, putting into action 

that the leaners have an amazing speaking production during the teaching process, 
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exploring a good possibility that students can speak with native speaker with 

confidence. Taking advantage of this strength found in 8th graders based on 

diagnostic tools, they need to further improve their speaking skills to increase their 

motivation, lexical cohesion and pronunciation of difficult words. 

• The teenagers really want to learn English by using interactive and funny procedures, 

looking for a good solution to this issue, storytelling is the best option to be taken into 

account according to the learners’ needs. 

• The implementation of Storytelling activities is useful to enhance the students’ 

reading and speaking skills.  

Limitations  

The investigators during the development of this action research discovered the following 

limitations according to the problem under investigation: 

• The current situation of coronavirus and its economic implications affects the normal 

flow of this investigation. 

• Scarcity of cooperation from English teachers. 

• Limited contact with the students to know more about them and their learning 

process. 
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CHAPTER 7  

Recommendations  
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Today's storytelling has many benefits for English learners, teachers and supervisors that 

need to be taken into account through a more in-depth and professional analysis. Emphasizing 

the importance of this project, researchers have discovered multiple suggestions and 

recommendations for colleagues, students and English supervisors: 

7.1 Recommendations for colleagues 

• Teachers must be aware of this technique to have many benefits for their students in the 

class. 

• Teachers should use this technique with technology, in this way, each teacher can obtain 

information about different types of stories with a simple click. 

• Teachers must fully know the stages of storytelling, in order to apply this procedure 

appropriately according to the students’ needs. 

7.2 Recommendations for students. 

• Students should be aware of the importance of using this technique for improving their 

skills and vocabulary in English. 

• Students will learn to work as a team, expand their knowledge, and be motivated to 

cooperate with the teacher's instructions. 

• Students must read more in English to improve their speaking performance.  

• Students must open themselves to new possibilities of learning English through new, 

powerful, and enriching techniques that specifically provide a huge help by making it 

much easier to learn English using storytelling rather than other techniques. 
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• Students must be prepared for any challenge in their academic studies, storytelling is a 

procedure that allows them to produce more in English language. It is indeed suggested to 

students to be aware that through the world of literature they would be able to learn lot of 

different and relevant things for them. 

7.3 Recommendations for principals or advisors. 

• To keep in mind that to supervise English teachers it must be a more proactive 

process and look for the implementation of new pedagogical techniques such as 

storytelling. 

• The principals should cooperate with each other with the English supervisors in the 

search of different teaching methods to acquire a better student environment.  

• For English advisors, it is recommended to train English teachers in the application of 

different types of pedagogical techniques in order to improve the students’ production 

in the leaning process. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



136 
 

 

 

References 

Brown, H.D. (2001). Teaching by principles: An interactive approach to language pedagogy.  

New York: Longman. 

Burrell, A. (1926). A guide to storytelling. London: Sir Isaac Pitman & Sons. 

Dinamika, I. (2016). Improving the EFL Learners’ Speaking Ability through Interactive   

Storytelling. Retrieved from https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1121841.pdf 

Dujmovic, M. (2006). Storytelling as a method of EFL teaching. Retrieved from 

https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:l5R2mbATCzwJ:https://hrcak.s

rce.hr/file/17682+&cd=12&hl=es-419&ct=clnk&gl=cr 

Ellis, G., & Brewster, J. (1991). The Storytelling Handbook: A Guide for Primary Teacher of 

English (pp. 7-90). Harmondswath: Penguin Book.  

Harmer, J. (1998). How to teach English: An Introduction to the practice of English language 

teaching (pp. 123-132). London: Longman. 

Horne, H. (1916). Story-telling, questioning and studying: Three school arts. New York: 

Macmillan. 

Jalongo, M. R. (1992). Early Childhood Language Arts. Massachusetts: Allyn and Bacon. 

Jianing, X. (2007). Storytelling in the EFL Speaking Classroom. The Internet TESL Journal, Vol. 

XIII, No. 11. Retrieved from http://iteslj.org/Techniques/Jianing-Storytelling.html. 

Lewis, M., & Hill, J. (1993). Practical Techniques for Language Teaching. England: Language 

teaching Publication.  

https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1121841.pdf
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:l5R2mbATCzwJ:https://hrcak.srce.hr/file/17682+&cd=12&hl=es-419&ct=clnk&gl=cr
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:l5R2mbATCzwJ:https://hrcak.srce.hr/file/17682+&cd=12&hl=es-419&ct=clnk&gl=cr
http://iteslj.org/Techniques/Jianing-Storytelling.html


137 
 

 

 

MacDonald, R. (1993). The story-teller’s start-up book. Oxford: Macmillan Heinemann. 

Ministerio de Educación Pública. (2016). Educating for the New Citizenship. San José, Costa Rica: 

Imprenta Nacional 

Nunan, D. (2003). Practical English Language Teaching. Retrieved from 

https://www.academia.edu/34135090/Practical_English_Language_Teaching.pdf 

Peter, M. (2018, October 25). The history of Storytelling in 10 Minutes [Web log post]. Retrieved 

from  https://www.meetcortex.com/blog/the-history-of-storytelling-in-10-minutes 

Rafiudin, D. (2011). The Use of Storytelling Technique to improve students speaking skill. 

Retrieved from https://digilib.uns.ac.id/dokumen/download/23067/NTIzMDE=/The-Use-

Of-Storytelling-Technique-To-Improve-Students-Speaking-Skill-A-Classroom-Action-

Research-At-The-First-Grade-Of-Sma-Negeri-1-Ngemplak-Boyolali-In-The-Academic-

Year-Of-20102011-abstrak.pdf 

Richard, J.C., & Renandya, W.A. (2002). Methodology in Language Teaching: An 

Anthology of Current Practice. New York: Cambridge University Press. 

Rohmah, Z. (2012). Teaching English Joyfully. Malang: Bintang Sejahtera Press 

Sobol, J. D. (1999). The storytellers’ journey. Urbana: University of Illinois Press. 

Thornbury, S. (2005). How to Teach Speaking. London: Longman. 

Windy, C. (2017). The effectiveness of storytelling technique in teaching spoken narrative     

text. Retrieve from 

https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:m6IfgPPi3RsJ:https://pdfs.sema

https://www.academia.edu/34135090/Practical_English_Language_Teaching.pdf
https://www.meetcortex.com/blog/the-history-of-storytelling-in-10-minutes
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:m6IfgPPi3RsJ:https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/feb6/c892622ca114262b62b85c465ea5474dc200.pdf+&cd=1&hl=es-419&ct=clnk&gl=cr


138 
 

 

 

nticscholar.org/feb6/c892622ca114262b62b85c465ea5474dc200.pdf+&cd=1&hl=es-

419&ct=clnk&gl=cr 

Wyche, R.T. (1994). Storytelling in the country school. In National Storytelling Association’s, 

Tales as tools: The power of story in the classroom. (pp. 7-8). Jonesborough: The National 

Storytelling Press. 

Zaro, J.J., & Salaberi, S. (1995). Handbook for the English Classroom Storytelling (pp. 3-64). 

Oxford: Macmillan Heinemann Press. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:m6IfgPPi3RsJ:https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/feb6/c892622ca114262b62b85c465ea5474dc200.pdf+&cd=1&hl=es-419&ct=clnk&gl=cr
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:m6IfgPPi3RsJ:https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/feb6/c892622ca114262b62b85c465ea5474dc200.pdf+&cd=1&hl=es-419&ct=clnk&gl=cr


139 
 

 

 

Bibliography 

Blankenship, D. (2010). Applied Research and Evaluation Methods in Recreation. Available on 

https://us.humankinetics.com/blogs/excerpt/steps-of-the-research-process. 

Brown, H.D. (2001). Teaching by principles: An interactive approach to language pedagogy (pp. 

267-295).  New York: Longman. 

Burrell, A. (1926). A guide to storytelling. London: Sir Isaac Pitman & Sons. 

Creswell, J. W. (1994). Research design: Qualitative and quantitative approaches. Thousand Oaks, 

California: Sage Publications Inc. 

Dinamika, I. (2016). Improving the EFL Learners’ Speaking Ability through Interactive   

Storytelling. Retrieved from https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1121841.pdf 

Dujmovic, M. (2006). Storytelling as a method of EFL teaching. Retrieved from 

https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:l5R2mbATCzwJ:https://hrcak.s

rce.hr/file/17682+&cd=12&hl=es-419&ct=clnk&gl=cr 

Ellis, G., & Brewster, J. (1991). The Storytelling Handbook: A Guide for Primary Teacher of 

English (pp. 7-90). Harmondswath: Penguin Book.  

Ferrance, E. (2000). Action Research. Themes in Education. Northeast and Islands Regional 

Educational Laboratory: Brown University Press. 

Harmer, J. (1998). How to teach English: An Introduction to the practice of English language 

teaching (pp. 123-132). London: Longman. 

https://us.humankinetics.com/products/applied-research-and-evaluation-methods-in-recreation
https://us.humankinetics.com/blogs/excerpt/steps-of-the-research-process
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1121841.pdf
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:l5R2mbATCzwJ:https://hrcak.srce.hr/file/17682+&cd=12&hl=es-419&ct=clnk&gl=cr
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:l5R2mbATCzwJ:https://hrcak.srce.hr/file/17682+&cd=12&hl=es-419&ct=clnk&gl=cr


140 
 

 

 

Hernández Sampieri, R., Fernández Collado, C., & Baptista Lucio, P. (2014). Metodología de la 

investigación (6a. ed). México D.F: McGraw-Hill Press. 

Horne, H. (1916). Story-telling, questioning and studying: Three school arts. New York: 

Macmillan. 

Ikrammuddin, R. (2017). Using story telling technique to improve speaking ability. Retrieved from 

https://repository.ar-raniry.ac.id/id/eprint/3241/1/Thesis.pdf 

Jalongo, M. R. (1992). Early Childhood Language Arts. Massachusetts: Allyn and Bacon. 

Jianing, X. (2007). Storytelling in the EFL Speaking Classroom. The Internet TESL Journal, Vol. 

XIII, No. 11. Retrieved from http://iteslj.org/Techniques/Jianing-Storytelling.html. 

Kabir, S. (2016). Methods of Data Collection. Retrieved from 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/325846997_METHODS_OF_DATA_COLLEC

TION/link/5b3127b3a6fdcc8506cc9d48/download 

Lewis, M., & Hill, J. (1993). Practical Techniques for Language Teaching. England: Language 

teaching Publication.  

MacDonald, R. (1993). The story-teller’s start-up book. Oxford: Macmillan Heinemann. 

Mayorga, Y. (2020). Interview with Santa Cruz Regional English Advisor, MEP [Oral Narration]. 

Ministerio de Educación Pública. (2016). Educating for the New Citizenship. San José, Costa Rica: 

Imprenta Nacional 

https://repository.ar-raniry.ac.id/id/eprint/3241/1/Thesis.pdf
http://iteslj.org/Techniques/Jianing-Storytelling.html
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/325846997_METHODS_OF_DATA_COLLECTION/link/5b3127b3a6fdcc8506cc9d48/download
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/325846997_METHODS_OF_DATA_COLLECTION/link/5b3127b3a6fdcc8506cc9d48/download


141 
 

 

 

Nunan, D. (2003). Practical English Language Teaching. Retrieved from 

https://www.academia.edu/34135090/Practical_English_Language_Teaching.pdf 

Peter, M. (2018, October 25). The history of Storytelling in 10 Minutes [Web log post]. Retrieved 

from  https://www.meetcortex.com/blog/the-history-of-storytelling-in-10-minutes 

Rafiudin, D. (2011). The Use of Storytelling Technique to improve students speaking skill. 

Retrieved from https://digilib.uns.ac.id/dokumen/download/23067/NTIzMDE=/The-Use-

Of-Storytelling-Technique-To-Improve-Students-Speaking-Skill-A-Classroom-Action-

Research-At-The-First-Grade-Of-Sma-Negeri-1-Ngemplak-Boyolali-In-The-Academic-

Year-Of-20102011-abstrak.pdf 

Richard, J.C., & Renandya, W.A. (2002). Methodology in Language Teaching: An 

Anthology of Current Practice. New York: Cambridge University Press. 

Rohmah, Z. (2012). Teaching English Joyfully. Malang: Bintang Sejahtera Press 

Sobol, J. D. (1999). The storytellers’ journey. Urbana: University of Illinois Press. 

Thornbury, S. (2005). How to Teach Speaking. London: Longman. 

Windy, C. (2017). The effectiveness of storytelling technique in teaching spoken narrative     

text. Retrieve from 

https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:m6IfgPPi3RsJ:https://pdfs.sema

nticscholar.org/feb6/c892622ca114262b62b85c465ea5474dc200.pdf+&cd=1&hl=es-

419&ct=clnk&gl=cr 

https://www.academia.edu/34135090/Practical_English_Language_Teaching.pdf
https://www.meetcortex.com/blog/the-history-of-storytelling-in-10-minutes
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:m6IfgPPi3RsJ:https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/feb6/c892622ca114262b62b85c465ea5474dc200.pdf+&cd=1&hl=es-419&ct=clnk&gl=cr
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:m6IfgPPi3RsJ:https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/feb6/c892622ca114262b62b85c465ea5474dc200.pdf+&cd=1&hl=es-419&ct=clnk&gl=cr
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:m6IfgPPi3RsJ:https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/feb6/c892622ca114262b62b85c465ea5474dc200.pdf+&cd=1&hl=es-419&ct=clnk&gl=cr


142 
 

 

 

Wyche, R.T. (1994). Storytelling in the country school. In National Storytelling Association’s, 

Tales as tools: The power of story in the classroom. (pp. 7-8). Jonesborough: The National 

Storytelling Press. 

Zaro, J.J., & Salaberi, S. (1995). Handbook for the English Classroom Storytelling (pp. 3-64). 

Oxford: Macmillan Heinemann Press. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



143 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Annexes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



144 
 

 

 

UNIVERSIDAD LATINA DE COSTA RICA 

VICERRECTORÍA ACADÉMICA 

LICENCIATURA EN LA ENSEÑANZA DEL INGLÉS 
 

QUESTIONNAIRE TO ENGLISH TEACHERS  

Dear English Professors: 

 This is a questionnaire about “The Implementation of Storytelling Technique to Improve 

students’ speaking skill performance in Eighth graders at Cartagena Technical High School”. 

District 03, Santa Cruz Regional Office. 2020. We would like to have your answers with the 

purpose to gather more specific information for this research. The information collected in this 

investigation will be preserved confidentially. 

Thanks for your cooperation! 

I PART. GENERAL INFORMATION 

1- Age: ______ 

2- Gender: Male (    )       Female (    )  

3- Professional category: ______________ 

4- Profession status:   ______ (tenure)      _______ Temporal 

5- Years of experience: _______ 

 

II PART. QUESTIONNAIRE  

General Instructions: Read the questions carefully. Write an X in the parenthesis that you 

consider appropriated according to your opinion. The questionnaire contains 6 questions. Only use 

black or blue pen. The use of pencil is not allowed in this questionnaire. Your answers will be kept 

confidential.  

Questions Yes No N/A 

1. Do you know what storytelling is? (     )   

2. Have you ever used Storytelling? (     ) (     ) (     ) 
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3. Do you consider Storytelling technique a good tool 

to improve your speaking level? 

(     ) (     ) (     ) 

4. Do you consider story telling techniques can 

increase student´s motivation? 

(     ) (     ) (     ) 

5. Do you think that story telling technique can help 

teachers to enhance oral skills? 

   

6. Do you consider that teaching speaker is easy? (     ) (     ) (     ) 

 

c. Write some advantages of using story telling techniques in the classroom: 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

b. Write some disadvantages of using story telling techniques in the classroom: 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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UNIVERSIDAD LATINA DE COSTA RICA 

VICERRECTORÍA ACADÉMICA 

LICENCIATURA EN LA ENSEÑANZA DEL INGLÉS 

 

SURVEY TO ENGLISH TEACHERS 

Dear English Professors: 

 This is a survey about “The Implementation of Storytelling Technique to Improve students’ 

speaking skill performance in Eighth graders at Cartagena Technical High School”. District 03, 

Santa Cruz Regional Office. 2020. We would like to have your answers with the purpose to gather 

more specific information for this research. The information collected in this investigation will be 

preserved confidentially. 

Thanks for your cooperation! 

I PART. GENERAL INFORMATION 

1- Age: _____ 

2- Gender: Male (    )       Female (    )  

3- Professional category: ______________ 

4- Profession status:   ______ (tenure)    _______ Temporal 

5- Years of experience: _______ 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: Read the questions carefully. Write an X in the parenthesis that 

you consider appropriated according to your opinion. The survey has 5 questions. Only use black 

or blue pen. The use of pencil is not allowed in this survey. Your answers will be confidential.  

Questions Yes No 

1. Do you think that the implementation of Storytelling improves 

meaningfully pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, and oral 

production? 

  

2. Do you think that Storytelling improve student´s confidence to speak 

English in the classroom?  

  



147 
 

 

 

3. As a teacher, would you implement story telling activities in your 

classes? 

  

4. Do you consider that teachers should implement storytelling activities 

more often in English classes? 

  

5. As a teacher, do you agree that Storytelling could improve your 

speaking skill performance significantly in class? 
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UNIVERSIDAD LATINA DE COSTA RICA 

VICERRECTORÍA ACADÉMICA 

LICENCIATURA EN LA ENSEÑANZA DEL INGLÉS 

 

VIRTUAL INTERVIEW TO THE ENGLISH ADVISOR 

Dear English Advisor: MSc Yasmin Mayorga L. 

 This is an Interview about “The Implementation of Storytelling Technique to Improve 

students’ speaking skill performance in Eighth graders at Cartagena Technical High School”. 

District 03, Santa Cruz Regional Office. 2020. We would like to have your amazing answers with 

the purpose to gather more specific information for this research. The information collected in this 

investigation will be preserved confidentially. 

Thanks for your cooperation! 

I PART. GENERAL INFORMATION 

1- Age: ______ 

2- Gender: Male (    )       Female (    )  

3- Professional category: ______________ 

4- Profession status:   ______ (tenure)      _______ Temporal 

5- Years of experience: _______ 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: Read the questions carefully. The Interview has only 4 questions. 

Please, be sincere with your answers according to this pedagogical research. 

1-What do you think about the importance of using storytelling technique in English classes? 

2-According to the new technological era, do you think each English professor should use a 

specific technique to teach English as a second language in Costa Rica? 

3-Do you think the English teachers should use more than one Storytelling technique to teach 

English as a second language? 

4- What do you think about advantages of using storytelling in English classes? Could the students 

improve their four skills in the acquisition to learn a new language by using this technique during 

the learning process? 

5-Do you agree the use of storytelling Strategy could improve the teaching process in the 

classroom? 
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UNIVERSIDAD LATINA DE COSTA RICA 

VICERRECTORÍA ACADÉMICA 

LICENCIATURA EN LA ENSEÑANZA DEL INGLÉS 
 

QUESTIONNAIRE TO ENGLISH STUDENTS 

Dear English Students: 

 This is a questionnaire about “The Implementation of Storytelling Technique to Improve 

students’ speaking skill performance in Eighth graders at Cartagena Technical High School”. 

District 01, Santa Cruz Regional Office. 2020. We would like to have your answers with the 

purpose to gather more specific information for this research. The information collected in this 

investigation will be preserved confidentially. 

Thanks for your cooperation! 

I PART. GENERAL INFORMATION 

1. Age:  

2. Gender: Male (    )       Female (    )  

3. Level of English: Beginner (    )   Intermediate (    ) Advanced (    ) 

 

II PART. QUESTIONNAIRE  

General Instructions: Read the questions carefully. Write an X in the parenthesis that you 

consider appropriated according to your opinion. The questionnaire contains 11 questions. Only 

use black or blue pen. The use of pencil is not allowed in this questionnaire. Your answers will be 

kept confidential.  

Questions Yes No N/A 

1. Do you like English language? (     )   

2. Do you understand clearly when the teacher speaks 

English? 

(     ) (     ) (     ) 

3. Do you feel motivated in English classes? (     ) (     ) (     ) 
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4. Do you like to speak English? (     ) (     ) (     ) 

5. Does your teacher plan speaking activities in the 

classroom? 

(     ) (     ) (     ) 

6. Do you often practice speaking? (     ) (     ) (     ) 

7. Do you consider that your speaking level is good? (     ) (     ) (     ) 

8. Have you ever used Storytelling?  (     ) (     ) (     ) 

9. Does your teacher use storytelling in the English 

class?  

(     ) (     ) (     ) 

10. Do you consider Storytelling technique a good tool to 

improve your speaking level? 

(     ) (     ) (     ) 

11. Do you like to learn English by using Storytelling in 

the classroom? 

(     ) (     ) (     ) 
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UNIVERSIDAD LATINA DE COSTA RICA 

VICERRECTORÍA ACADÉMICA 

LICENCIATURA EN LA ENSEÑANZA DEL INGLÉS 

 

SURVEY TO ENGLISH STUDENTS 

Dear English Students: 

 This is a questionnaire “to evaluate the students’ speaking skill progress through the 

application of Storytelling at Cartagena Technical High School”. District 01, Santa Cruz Regional 

Office. 2020. We would like to have your answers with the purpose to gather more specific data. 

The information that is collected in this research will be preserved confidentially. 

I PART: GENERAL INFORMATION 

1- Age:  

2- Gender: Male (    )       Female (    )  

3- Place of living: 

Thanks for your cooperation! 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: Read the questions carefully. Write an X in the parenthesis that 

you consider appropriated according to your opinion. The survey has 6 questions. Only use black 

or blue pen. The use of pencil is not allowed in this survey. Your answers will be confidential.  
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UNIVERSIDAD LATINA DE COSTA RICA 

VICERRECTORÍA ACADÉMICA 

LICENCIATURA EN LA ENSEÑANZA DEL INGLÉS 

 

CLASSROOM OBSERVATION (Diagnostic Instrument) 

 

Cartagena Technical High school 

Date_____________________________ 

Grade: ___________________________ 

 

INSTRUCTIONS: Put a check in the box Yes or No, according to each indicator. The 

information is totally private.  

 

INDICATORS Yes No 

8. Learners participate proactively during the 

teaching process.  

  

9. Learners are able to understand the teacher’s 

instructions. 

  

10. Learners are able to communicate their ideas 

in the classroom. 

  

11. Learners recognize and manipulates English 

language sound using knowledge in phonics, 

syllabification and word parts according to 

the topic  

 

  

12. Learner are able to use basic phrases related 

to the theme. 

  

13. Learners are able to identify grammar 

structure according to the topic. 

  

14. Learners show understanding and interest of 

the topic. 
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UNIVERSIDAD LATINA DE COSTA RICA 

VICERRECTORÍA ACADÉMICA 

LICENCIATURA EN LA ENSEÑANZA DEL INGLÉS 

 

CLASSROOM OBSERVATION  

ASSESTMENT FOR THE ACTION PLAN PROPOSAL WEEK # 1 

 

Unit 2: Let the Good Times Roll 

Theme: Fun time: Inside and Out 

 

INSTRUCTIONS: Put a check in the box Yes or No, according to each indicator. The 

information is totally private.  

 

INDICATORS Yes No 

1. Learners participate proactively during 

the teaching process.  

  

2. Learners are able to understand the 

teacher’s instructions. 

  

3. Learners are able to communicate their 

ideas in the classroom. 

  

4. Learners recognize and manipulates 

English language sound using 

knowledge in phonics, syllabification 

and word parts according to the topic  

 

  

5. Learner are able to use basic phrases 

related to the theme. 

  

6. Learners are able to identify grammar 

structure according to the topic. 

  

7. Learners show understanding and 

interest of the topic. 
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UNIVERSIDAD LATINA DE COSTA RICA 

VICERRECTORÍA ACADÉMICA 

LICENCIATURA EN LA ENSEÑANZA DEL INGLÉS 

 

 

ASSESSMENT FOR THE ACTION PLAN PROPOSAL WEEK # 2                                         Date: ___________ Group: ___________ 
ORAL PERFORMACE INTERVIEW                                                                                            Total points: 25 
UNIT 2: Let the Good times Roll 

THEME: What’s your favorite?                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Instructions: The Interview contains 11 questions that students have to answer 

according to the teacher’s indications, with the purpose to assess the students’ 

speaking level by using this Interview. The results of this activity will be preserved 

confidentially.   

   

Questions 
1. What’s your full name? 

2. How old are you? 

3. What do you like to do in your free time? 

4. What is your father’s favorite sport? 

5. Do you like running in the morning? 

6. Would you like to read a lot in your free time? 

7. What kind of information would you like to read? 

8. What is your favorite videogame? 

9. What videogames do you play in your smartphone? 

10. Could you tell some Costa Rican athletes? 

11. Can you tell me your daily routine? 

Comments 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

Aspects  

of speaking  

SCALE 

Excellent 

(5) = 10-9% 

Very good 

(4) =7-8% 

Needs 

improvement 

(3) =5-6% 

A. Pronunciation    

B. Grammar     

C. Vocabulary     

D. Fluency    

E. Comprehensibility     

Student’s Name A B C D E Pts Grd % 
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UNIVERSIDAD LATINA DE COSTA RICA                                                                                  II Quarter 2019 
VICERRECTORÍA ACADÉMICA                                                                                                 Date: ____________ Group: _____________ 
LICENCIATURA EN LA ENSEÑANZA DEL INGLÉS                                                                 Total points:15 
Assessment for the Action Plan Proposal Week # 3                                                                       Total percentage: 10%           
Oral and Written Performance Rubric- Eighth grade                                                          
                                                                                                                                     
Scenario: (Unit 6) Let the Good Times Roll!                                                                                    
Theme: Ready to Play: Tell me the rules 
Lesson Objective: At the end of the theme students are able to 
produce and express written ideas about different sports, their 
rules, equipment, indoor and outdoor activities to do in the free 
time by the means of dialogue.                                                       
  

                                                                                                             
INDICATORS: 
 
B. Recognizes verbal instructions related to the topic. 
C. Applies grammar rules using present continuous with gerunds. 
D. Uses expressions to describe sports, videogames and leisure activities.       
E. Identify English language sounds using knowledge in phonics. 
F. Describe a short story expressed in a simple sequence of events. 
 

 
 
OBSERVATIONS: 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SCALE CRITERIA 
 

Extraordinary 
3=   9-10% 

A) Recognizes verbal instructions related to the topic correctly.  

B) Applies grammar structure rules using present continues accurately 
C) Uses expressions to describe sports, videogames and leisure activities 
adequately. 
D) Identify English language sounds using knowledge in phonics 
appropriately. 
E) Describe a short story expressed in a simple sequence of events perfectly. 
 

 
Good 

2 =   7-8 % 

A) Recognizes in an acceptable way verbal instruction related to the topic. 
B) Applies grammar structure rules using present continuous with gerunds. 

C) Uses expressions to describe sports, videogames and leisure activities. 
D) identify reasonably English language sounds using knowledge in phonics. 
E)  Describes in an acceptable process a short story expressed in a simple  
sequence of events. 

 

 
Needs 

 improvement 
1=   5-6% 

 

A)  Recognizes verbal instructions related to the topic incorrectly. 
B) Applies grammar structure using present continuous with difficulty. 
C)  Uses expressions to describe sports, videogames and leisure activities  
erroneously. 

D)  Identify English language sounds using knowledge in phonics 
inadequately. 

A. E)  Describe a short story expressed in a simple sequence of events 
inappropriately. 

 

Student’s Name A B C D E Pts Grd % 

          



158 
 

 

 

UNIVERSIDAD LATINA DE COSTA RICA 

VICERRECTORÍA ACADÉMICA 

LICENCIATURA EN LA ENSEÑANZA DEL INGLÉS 

 

CLASSROOM OBSERVATION  

ASSESTMENT FOR THE ACTION PLAN PROPOSAL WEEK # 4 

 

Unit 2: Let the Good Times Roll 

Theme: Up Close and Personal 

 

INSTRUCTIONS: Put a check in the box Yes or No, according to each indicator. The information is totally 

private.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       INDICATORS Yes No 

1. Learners participate proactively during 

the teaching process.  

  

2. Learners are able to understand the 

teacher’s instructions. 

  

3. Learners are able to use expressions to 

describe sports, videogames and leisure 

activities. 

  

4. Learners recognize and manipulates 

English language sound using knowledge 

in phonics, syllabification and word parts 

according to the topic  

 

  

5. Learner are able to understand most of 

what occurs in a well-structured short 

story and the story’s main characters. 

  

6. Learners are able to identify grammar 

structure according to the topic. 

  

7. Learners show understanding and interest 

of the theme. 
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UNIVERSIDAD LATINA DE COSTA RICA 

VICERRECTORÍA ACADÉMICA 

LICENCIATURA EN LA ENSEÑANZA DEL INGLÉS 

 

CLASSROOM OBSERVATION  

ASSESTMENT FOR THE ACTION PLAN PROPOSAL WEEK # 5 

 

Unit 2: Let the Good Times Roll 

Theme: Up Close and Personal 

 

INSTRUCTIONS: Put a check in the box Yes or No, according to each indicator. The information is totally 

private.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        INDICATORS Yes No 

1. Learners participate proactively during the 

teaching process.  

  

2. Learners are able to recognize some key 

terminology from subject areas (labels on 

sports equipment and its rules). 

  

3. Learners are able to identify recreational 

activities, sports equipment, and their rules 

  

4. Learners recognize and manipulates 

English language sound using knowledge 

in phonics, syllabification and word parts 

according to the topic  

 

  

5. Learner are able to understand most of what 

occurs in a well-structured short story and 

the story’s main characters. 

  

6. Learners are able to develop simple 

sentences about sports, recreational 

activities to do in the free time. 

  

7. Learners show understanding and interest 

of the theme. 
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UNIVERSIDAD LATINA DE COSTA RICA 

VICERRECTORÍA ACADÉMICA 

LICENCIATURA EN LA ENSEÑANZA DEL INGLÉS 

 

 

ASSESSMENT FOR THE ACTION PLAN PROPOSAL WEEK # 6                                         Date: ___________ Group: ___________ 
ORAL PERFORMACE INTERVIEW                                                                                           Total points: 25 
UNIT 2: Let the Good times Roll 

THEME: Up Close and Personal 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Instructions: The Interview contains 11 questions that students have to answer 

according to the teacher’s indications, with the purpose to evaluate the students’ 

speaking level by using this Interview. The results of this activity will be 

preserved confidentially.   

   

Questions 
1. What’s your full name? 

2. Would you like to play videogames? 

3. What videogames would you like to play with me? 

4. What do you like to do in your free time? 

5. What is your favorite sport? 

6. Do you like to play soccer? 

7. Do you like to go fishing in the river? 

8. Can you tell me your favorites leisure activities? 

9. What kind of sports can we practice in Costa Rica? 

10.What is your favorite athlete? 

11.Could you describe me what are your mother´s favorite sports? 

 

Comments 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

Aspects  

of speaking  

SCALE 

Excellent 

(5) = 10-9% 

Very good 

(4) =8-7% 

Needs 

improvement 

(3) =6-5% 

A. Pronunciation    

B. Grammar     

C. Vocabulary     

D. Fluency    

E. Comprehensibility     

Student’s Name A B C D E Pts Grd % 
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ACTION PLAN PROPOSAL WEEK # 1 

Story # 1: Buzz and Bob’s big adventure 

 



162 
 

 

 

Flashcards about Buzz and Bob’s big adventure 
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ACTION PLAN PROPOSAL WEEK # 2 

Story # 2: The great race 
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Warm up: Presentation poster  
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Flashcards about The great race 
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ACTION PLAN PROPOSAL WEEK # 3 

Story: The First Marathon 
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Flashcards for the post reading (presentation poster) 
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ACTION PLAN PROPOSAL WEEK # 4 

Story# 4: The big match 
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 Warm up: Bingo sports 
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flashcards for the bingo and the post reading activity 
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ACTION PLAN PROPOSAL WEEK # 5 

Story# 5: The spelling sport day 
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ACTION PLAN PROPOSAL WEEK # 6 

Story# 6: “My Hero is you” created by UNICEF 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please full story on: 

https://www.unicef.org/guyanasuriname/sites/unicef.org.guyanasuriname/files/2020-

05/My%20Hero%20is%20You%2C%20Storybook%20for%20Children%20on%20COVID-19.pdf 

 

 

https://www.unicef.org/guyanasuriname/sites/unicef.org.guyanasuriname/files/2020-05/My%20Hero%20is%20You%2C%20Storybook%20for%20Children%20on%20COVID-19.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/guyanasuriname/sites/unicef.org.guyanasuriname/files/2020-05/My%20Hero%20is%20You%2C%20Storybook%20for%20Children%20on%20COVID-19.pdf
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 Flashcards the importance to have good hygiene for the post reading  
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